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Dedicated To The Youth, 

 Who are the strength of a nation.  

 Their success is the future success of the nation.  

Their failure is the future failure of the nation.  
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."غىش دشاَِوً "  
“…Everything that intoxicates is forbidden.” 

 

  ".اٌطجبئث أَاٌطّؽ "
“Khamr is the “mother” (or root) of vile impurities.”  

(i.e. wine and intoxicating substances are a root of corrupted, filthy  

and shameful evils.)" 

 

..." اٌفٛازش أَاٌطّؽ "  
"Khamr is the “mother” (or root) of vice and vile and monstrous deeds…” 

 

."شؽرشؽة اٌطّؽ فأٙب ِفزبذ وً  ال"...  
“Do not drink Khamr since it is the key that opens up all evil.” 

 

 

[NOTE that Khamr is wine and all intoxicants] 

 

 

 

ٗ ٚآٌٗ ٚقٍُأزبظ٠ث ؼقٛي اهلل  صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍ  
Traditions of the Messenger of Allah  

May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him and his family 
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Introduction 

 
 ثكُ اهلل اٌؽزّٓ اٌؽز١ُ

 
ئْ اٌسّع هلل ٔسّعٖ ٚٔكزؼ١ٕٗ ٚٔكزٙع٠ٗ ٚٔكزغفؽٖ، ٚٔؼٛغ ثبهلل ِٓ شؽٚؼ أٔفكٕب ِٚٓ ق١ئبد أػّبٌٕب، ِٓ ٠ٙعٖ اهلل فال ِضً 

ٚأشٙع أْ ال ئٌٗ ئال اهلل ٚزعٖ ال شؽ٠ه ٌٗ، ٚأشٙع أْ ِسّعًا ػجعٖ ٚؼقٌٛٗ . ٌٗ، ِٚٓ ٠ُضًٍ فال ٘بظٞ ٌٗ   

َٓ ئال ٚأٔزُ ِك٠ٍّْٛب أ٠ٙب اٌػ٠ٓ آِ ٕٛا ارمٛا اهلل زك ُرمبرٗ ٚال رّٛر  

٠ب أ٠ٙب إٌبـ ارمٛا ؼثىُ اٌػٞ ضٍمىُ ِٓ ٔفٍف ٚازعٍح ٚضٍك ِٕٙب ؾٚخٙب ٚثَث ِّٕٙب ؼخباًل وث١ؽًا ٚٔكبًء ٚارمٛا اهلل اٌػٞ 

 ركبءٌْٛ ثٗ ٚاألؼزبَ ئْ اهلل وبْ ػ١ٍىُ ؼل١جًب 

٠ُصٍر ٌىُ أػّبٌىُ ٠ٚغفؽ ٌىُ غٔٛثىُ ِٚٓ ٠ُطغ اهلل ٚؼقٌٛٗ فمع فبؾ فٛؾًا . ٛاًل قع٠عًا ٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌػ٠ٓ إِٓٛا ارمٛا اهلل ٚلٌٛٛا ل

  ػظ١ًّب

ُِسعثبرٙب، ٚوً ِسعثخ : أِب ثؼع ُٞ ِسٍّع صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ ، ٚشؽ األِٛؼ  َْ أصعَق اٌسع٠ِث وزبُة اهلل، ٚض١َؽ اٌٙعٞ ٘ع فا

 ثعػخ، ٚوً ثعػٍخ ضالٌخ، ٚوً ضالٌخ فٟ إٌبؼ
 

Indeed, all praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him, seek His Aid and His 

Forgiveness and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil of ourselves and from the evil 

of our actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, none can misguide, and whomsoever 

Allah leaves unguided none can guide thereafter. I bear witness that there is no god 

except Allah (nothing has the right to be worshipped except Him), who is alone 

without partners, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.  

 

“O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared and die not except that you 

are Muslims.” [Aal-i-'Imran 3:102]  

 

“O Mankind! Fear your Lord, Who created you from a single soul (Adam) and 

from him created his partner (Hawwa, Eve) and from them both sent forth and 

scattered many men and women. So fear Allah through whom you demand your 

mutual rights and by the reverence of the wombs that bore you. For Allah is ever 

watchful over you.” [Nisa' 4:l]  

 

“O you who believe! Fear Allah and say a truthful word. He will direct you to do 

righteous actions and will forgive your sins. Whosoever obeys Allah and His 

Messenger has already attained the highest success.”[Ahzab 33:70-71]  

 

To proceed: Indeed the best speech is the Book of Allah and the best guidance is the 

guidance of Muhammad, peace and blessing be upon him. The worst of affairs are 

the invented matters, for every invented matter is an innovation and every 

innovation is misguidance and every misguidance is in Hellfire. 

 
Perhaps no other evil is as universally recognized for its destructive consequences as 

intoxicants are for mankind.  Yet man stubbornly persists. He continues because: it feels 

good; it‟s fun to party; it exhilarates; it helps loosen up inhibitions and bring one out of 

the shell; it gives hours of soothing stupor and numbness to escape from harsh realities; 

it‟s profitable for the makers and sellers, and so on and on (or so they all think). 



 

The mind of man, his power of reason, discretion and intelligence, is what separates him 

from the brute animals. A child only becomes a responsible person once he or she reaches 

the age of discretion and the full use of a matured mind.  To waste or harm the mind is 

ungratefulness to the Creator, wanton self-destruction, and often leads to the criminal 

abuse of others.  Man‟s natural inclination towards the good, and to the guidance of what 

is better, morally right and just, is what distinguishes him from the Shayaateen (devils) of 

the Jinn. The Shayaateen of the Jinn are our mortal enemies who have chosen 

disobedience and rebellion against their One Creator, Lord, Benefactor and Most 

Merciful, against their own well-being and better judgment.  They use all means to entrap 

man to come along with them in idolatry, ungratefulness and wickedness, and lead him to 

the similar destruction for which they are headed. “Khamr” is one of their main weapons. 

 

In the Bible, which the Jews and Christians hold as their sacred divine revelations, we 

read that the priests were forbidden wine.  There are many other statements of 

condemnation in their scriptures: 

 

“And the LORD spoke unto Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor 

thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall 

be a statute for ever throughout your generations” [Leviticus 10:8-10]  

 

It is reported that Solomon (Sulaiman, may the peace of Allah be upon him) said: "Wine 

is a mocker, strong drink is raging; and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise." 

[Proverbs 20:1] 

 

“Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath 

wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they 

that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth 

his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 

stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter 

perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he 

that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not 

sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.  

[Proverbs 23:29-35] 

 

“It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong 

drink: Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the 

afflicted. Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be 

of heavy hearts. Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. 

Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction.” 

[Proverbs 31:4-8]  

 

And we read in their prophetic books: “Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, 

that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflames them! And 

the harp, and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not 

the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands.” [Isaiah5:11-12] 



 

And in Hosea we read him say: 
 
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 

because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 

to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children … 

[until he says] … “Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart. [Hosea 4:11] 

 

And in the New Testament of the Christians, the direct command is written:  

 

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 

deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 

themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

extortionists, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” [1Corinthians 6:9-10]  

 

And also: “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

[Ephesians 5:18] 

 

It should be noted that there are significant similarities and dissimilarities between these 

scriptures and the scriptures of Islam in the Qur‟an and Sunnah, for those who observe 

and scrutinize, and who reflect and understand. 

 

The Almighty Allah, Most Exalted, Beneficent, Just and Wise, prohibited all intoxicants 

in the Islamic Law, knowing well that this scourge would increase to epidemic 

proportions and become the root of much evil as we witness all over the world today.  

 

In a hadith (tradition) the Messenger of Allah, may the of peace and blessing of Allah be 

upon him, informed us about the signs of the nearness of the Resurrection Day:  

 ٍسيٌ اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ] ..."أْ ِٓ أششاط اٌغبعخ أْ ٠شفع اٌعٍُ، ٠ٚىضش اٌجًٙ، ٠ٚىضش اٌضٔب، ٠ٚىضش ششة اٌخّش"

   [ٗغٍشٌٕ

“Verily, of the signs of the last days is the raising up (removal) of knowledge, the 

increase of ignorance (especially of the religion of Islam), much fornication and 

adultery, and abundance of drinking alcohol (and taking intoxicants)….” [Reported 

by Bukhari, Muslim, and others]  

 

Referring to the fact that with the passage of time this evil will increase to the extent 

where it will even become legalized, the Messenger of Allah said, may Allah‟s peace and 

blessings be upon him: 

  [اىثخاسي ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ] ..."١ٌىٛٔٓ ِٓ أِزٟ ألٛاَ ٠كزسٍْٛ اٌسؽ ٚاٌسؽ٠ؽ ٚاٌطّؽ ٚاٌّؼبؾف "

“There will be some sections of my nation who will make fornication (and adultery), 

silk (for men), wine (and intoxicants), and musical instruments legal …”  [Reported 

by Bukhari by a suspended narration, and confirmed as sound and authentic by him and 

many others, with correct chain of narrators] 

 

And in another narration he said: may Allah‟s peace be upon him: 

  [سائً ٗ اتِ ٍاجحاىْ  سٗآ] ."١ٌكزسٍٓ طبئمخ ِٓ أِزٟ اٌطّؽ ثبقُ ٠كّٛٔٙب ئ٠بٖ"  



“There will be some of my nation who will make wine (and intoxicants) legal by 

calling it by a name they will attach to it.” [Reported by Ahmad and an-Nisa`e and 

verified by al-Albani]  

 

 And he also said, may Allah‟s peace be upon him: 

١ٌشؽثٓ أٔبـ ِٓ أِزٟ اٌطّؽ، ٠كّٛٔٙب ثغ١ؽ اقّٙب، ٠ٚضؽة ػٍٝ ؼؤٚقُٙ ثبٌّؼبؾف ٚ اٌم١ٕبد، ٠طكف اهلل "

  [أت٘ داٗد ٗاتِ ٍاجح  سٗآ]."  ثُٙ األؼض، ٚ ٠دؼً ُِٕٙ لؽظح ٚضٕبؾ٠ؽ

“There will be a people of my nation who will drink wine by naming it other than its 

name, and there will be musical instruments and female singers playing around 

their heads. Allah will make the earth to swallow them up. Some of them will be 

made (transformed miraculously) into monkeys and pigs.” [Reported by Abi Da`ood, 

Ibn Majah and others and verified by al-Albani] 

    

If we understand the meaning of “Khamr” as an intoxicant or addicting material, and not 

only as “wine” as some mistakenly understood, then we can easily see that this has 

occurred.  Many countries have legalized many intoxicants and they flow in their hotels 

and sanctioned bars. Often this kind or that kind of intoxicants as deemed “OK” and 

“Halal” with some arguing that  „it‟s not really „Khamr.‟  One noteworthy story was of 

the Imam of a Masjid and his buddies, who would smoke marijuana somewhere on the 

premises of the Masjid compound, and then come for congregational Salah (prayer).  

Once he took a long time in his Sajdah (prostration) until they wondered what kind of 

amazingly long and pious Dua (supplication) was he making…. until they found that he 

had passed out!   

 

This state of affairs -of rampant falsehood, disbelief, debauchery, and immorality- in our 

latter days, is similar in some ways to the state of the pagan Arabs in their period of 

ignorance before Islam.  They loved intoxicants -and that which came with it like 

partying, playing music and fornication - with such a proverbial love that often a work of 

spoken art, their pre-eminent form of art and pride, was only considered complete by first 

singing and reciting the praises of wine in the song, poetry or eulogy.  

 

Yet some of these pagan Arabs realized the evil of drinking and addiction, and spread the 

news of its multifold harms, as the poet Tarfah ibn al-Abd (طؽفخ ثٓ اٌؼجع) said in his famous 

Mu‟alliqah (Attached to K‟abah) poem  -- even though he was one of the promoters of 

alcohol and wine: 

 

 ٚث١عٟ ٚإرالفٟ طش٠فٟ ِٚزٍذٞ ِٚب صاي رششاثٟ اٌخّٛس ٌٚزرٟ

 ٚأفشدد إفشاد اٌجع١ش اٌّعجذ إٌٝ أْ رذبِزٕٟ اٌعش١شح وٍٙب
 

And my drinking of wine and pleasure has not ceased, 

  And my buying, and my wreckage of my humor and my argumentation, 

Until my relatives all had forsaken me, 

  And I was alone, like a subdued camel, abandoned. 

 

And many of them even made wine forbidden on themselves, and praised the prohibition 

in poetry, as the poet Qais ibn Asim ( إٌّمؽٞل١ف ثٓ ػبصُ  ) said: 



 

ًٌعّشن إْ اٌخّش ِب دِذ شبسثًب  ٌكبٌجٍخ ِبٌٟ ِٚػ٘جٍخ ػمٍٟ 

 ِٚٛسصزٟ دشة اٌصذ٠ك ثال ٔجً ٚربؼوزٟ ِٓ اٌضؼبف لٛاُ٘

 

By your life, as long as wine is consumed, 

  It will devour my wealth and the soundness of my mind, 

It will destroy the strength of the feeble and weak   

And bequeath to me, without honor, the enmity of my best friend. 

  

It is reported that Qais came to the Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon 

him, and accepted Islam and the Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon 

him, said of him:  

[اىثخاسي فً أدب اىَفشد سٗآ] ."اٌٛثؽ٘ػا ق١ع أً٘ "  

“This is the leader of the inhabitant of tents (the Bedouins).”  [Reported by Bukhari in 

Adab al-Mufrid, and verified by Ibn Hajar and al-Albani]  

 

Allah the Almighty and His Messenger, peace be upon him, eradicated from this 

decadent cultural and social environment, the widespread drinking of wine and 

intoxicating beverages, which is a truly astounding accomplishment considering the level 

of which they were enamored with drink and drunken pastimes.  How could they now 

resist its temptation, and the challenge of the fun seekers, urging them to come and join 

the party?  It was only accomplished by a monumental and grand “paradigm” shift in the 

society, away from past polytheism, idolatry and drinking habits, towards true 

monotheistic faith, sobriety, and the highest moral standards. They believed in and 

practiced the divine guidance and revelations of Allah and His Messenger, revealed in the 

Book of Allah, the Qur’an, and divinely inspired statements and traditions of the 

Prophet‟s Sunnah. This was the key of the paradigm shift; just as the key that had opened 

the door to debauchery was intoxication and drunkenness. 

 

Below we will present some of the many Ayaat (verses) from the Qur’an, the Book of 

Allah, and the Hadith (traditions) from the Sunnah (Way) of the Messenger of Allah, may 

Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him, about the evils of intoxicants and drugs, their 

prohibition, the terrible prescribed punishments for those that indulge themselves into 

them, and the deterrents to cure the society from this festering disease. 

 

I remain indebted to all those who have helped in the preparation of this work, especially 

Um Salamn for her continuing in depth review and scrutiny, and brothers Tariq, Gaysi, 

Danish, and the brothers of Islamhouse.com, for their comments for improvements.  

 

 

Abu Salman, Deya-ud-Deen Eberle 
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 abusalman102@gmail.com    |||  abusalman102@yahoo.com 

mailto:abusalman102@gmail.com
mailto:abusalman102@yahoo.com


Khamr and related terms in Arabic Language,  

And Qur‟anic and Islamic Usage 
 

Know, may Allah guide and have mercy upon you and us, that all intoxicants are 

prohibited because “Khamr”  (اٌطّؽ) is not only wine, beer, “hard” cider, “hard” liquor 

and alcoholic beverages, as some mistakenly think, but all that which intoxicates and 

alters the mind. Thus the prohibition includes narcotics, heroin and derivatives like 

“meth,” all “recreational” drugs, stimulants, depressants, barbiturates, marijuana, hashish, 

cocaine and derivatives like “crack” etc, all the psychedelic drugs that cause illusions and 

hallucinations, like peyote and LSD, emotion altering drugs like “ecstasy,” etc, and all 

their derivatives and likes, in the various societies around the world. The issue is not the 

actual substance, but the substance use and abuse causing intoxication. Thus paint 

thinner, glue, etc and all those foolish toxins and things sniffed or snorted are also 

included, as well as anything shot into the vein by needles or any other method of 

ingestion onto the body.   

 

The three letter Arabic root of Khamr is from  (ش َ ؼ) [KH-M-R] and means to cover. 

Usages of the word include, for example, the Prophet, peace be upon him, orders to:  

   [اىثخاسي سٗآ]"ضّؽٚا ا١ٔ٢خ ٚأٚوئٛا األقم١خ ٚأخ١فٛا األثٛاة ٚاوفزٛا صج١بٔىُ ػٕع اٌّكبء فاْ ٌٍدٓ أزشبؼا"

“Cover (Khammaru) your utensils and tighten the string on your pouches and 

secure the doors and hold back your children in the evening because the Jinns 

spread out.” [Reported by Bukhari]  

 

 The Commander of the faithful Umar ibn al-Khattab al-Farooq, the second Khalifa 

(Caliph), may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

[اىثخاسي ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ]  ..."ٚاٌطّؽ ِب ضبِؽ اٌؼمً"...  

“al-Khamr ma Khaamar-al-‘Aql (i.e. Khamr is that which covers the mind, [or clouds 

and befogs the intelligence]).” [Reported by Bukhari, Muslim and others]  

 

The word Khamara means to cover, and for this reason a woman‟s head covering is 

called a Khimar. A “Khamrah” is a little rug or matt. 

 

Khamr can be defined as all intoxicants that “cover,” cloud and intoxicate the mind, and 

not just wine, as will be further proved by ample evidence below.  

 

The Arabic word Sakara (قىؽ) and Sakraan (ْقىؽا) singular for Sukaara (ٜقىبؼ) 

indicates intoxication and drunkenness. In the following verse Allah mentioned the state 

of extreme agitation when the Hour of Resurrection approaches. 

 

 

“O mankind!  Fear your Lord and be dutiful to Him! Verily, the earthquake of the 

Hour  (of Judgment) is a terrible thing. The Day you shall see it, every nursing 



mother will forget her suckling, and every pregnant mother will drop her unborn, 

and you shall see mankind as in a drunken state, yet they will not be intoxicated, but 

severe indeed will be the Torment of Allah.” [22:2-3] 

 

As all linguists know the word “alcohol” in English now called al-Kuhool (اٌىسٛي) by the 

Arabs is derived from “Kuhul” or “Kohl” which is a powder of antimony, used for the 

eyes as medicine or cosmetic, and was prepared by a distillation and fermentation 

method, which was originally introduced to Europe by the Muslims of Andalusia 

(Muslim Spain). The same chemical distilling process was then used in preparation of 

alcohol and intoxicants.  

 

The word “Ghoul” (ْٛي  is (اٌغٛالد) and al-Ghaulaat (األغٛاي) with the plural al-Aghwaal (َغ

from the root GH-A-L- which means to assassinate and destroy someone. The infamous 

Ghuul  ُغٛي) ) are the Jinni, demons and evil spirits of the deserts etc, being called so since 

they bring evil and destruction to a person. “Al-Ghoul’s” association with the chemical 

combination we call alcohol is easily understood. 

 

Nazafa (ٔؿف) means to exhaust, drain and bleed, and its association with intoxication 

medically is well known since the intoxicating substances abused are actually poisons 

(toxins) that cause psychological and physical damage to the brain, liver, heart, etc. 

Nazafa is also another word for intoxication. 

 

Nabeeth (ٔج١ػ ) is what is left in water to become a drink, with or without fermentation, 

like fruit juices, grains, honey and sugar mixtures etc. Thus Nabeeth can be legal or 

illegal depending on whether it has become “sour” by fermentation and become 

intoxicating or not. 

 

There are many different types of intoxicants, with various names and assorted containers 

from the time of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and more were added as the Sahabah 

traveled to different lands but it would be very lengthy and strenuous process to 

mentioned them all, as it would be to mention all the words associated with intoxication.   

What has proceeded will suffice us here, and other words will be defined as they occur. 

  

 



Details of Fiqh (Jurisprudence) of the  

Prohibition of Intoxicants 
  

Introduction to the Subject 

 

A general principle in Islam is that it is not allowed to harm yourself or others 

intentionally. This is mentioned repeatedly in the Qur‟an, and reported in the sayings of 

the Prophet, peace and blessing be upon him: 

 

We are commanded not to harm ourselves: 

 

“…and do not kill yourselves, verily Allah is most merciful to you.” [4:29] 

 

And the Most Exalted said: 

 

“…and do not throw yourselves by your own hands to destruction…” [2:195] 

 

We are commanded to take of the pure, wholesome and legal food and drink that Allah in 

His Mercy and Bounty has provided us and abstain from all the harmful, corrupt, 

unclean, and filthy. One of the general principles of Islam is that all that is good, pure and 

beneficial is allowed, and all that is evil, filthy, unclean and harmful is forbidden.  

 

As Allah the Sublime says: 

 

“Those who follow the Messenger, the Illiterate Prophet, about whom they find 

written (and prophesized about) in the Torah and Gospel, who commands good and 

forbids evil, he makes the pure and good food legal for them and the corrupt and 

bad illegal, and he removes the burden of yokes that was upon them….” [7:157] 

 

And as the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said: 

  [أحَذ ٗ اىذاسقطًْ سٗآ] ."ال ضؽؼ ٚ ال ضؽاؼ"  

"Do not harm yourself nor others.'' [Reported by Ahmad, ad-Darqutni, and Ibn Majah, 

and verified by an-Nawawi and al-Albani] 

 

Since intoxicating and addicting substances are harmful to self and others, not only that 

they are illegal for oneself but also to give, sell, produce or transport for others is 

prohibited.  

 



   

ئْ اهلل رؼـبٌٝ ط١ت ال ٠مجً ئال ط١جًب، ٚئْ اهلل أِؽ ": قاه سس٘ه اهلل صيى اهلل عئٍ ٗسيٌ : عِ أتً ٕشٌشج سضً اهلل عْٔ قاه

٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌػ٠ٓ " :ٚلبي رؼبٌٝ "٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌؽقً وٍٛا ِٓ اٌط١جبد ٚاػٍّٛا صبٌسب  ": اٌّإ١ِٕٓ ثّب أِؽ ثٗ اٌّؽق١ٍٓ فمبي رؼبٌٝ

٠ب ؼِة ٠ب ؼِة، ِٚطؼّٗ : ثُ غوؽ اٌؽخً ٠ط١ً اٌكفؽ أشؼث أغجؽ ٠ّع ٠ع٠ٗ ئٌٝ اٌكّبء  " ؼؾلٕبوُ إِٓٛا وٍٛا ِٓ ط١جبد ِب

[سٗآ ٍسيٌ] "زؽاَ، ِٚشؽثٗ زؽاَ، ٍِٚجكٗ زؽاَ، ٚغػٞ ثبٌسؽاَ، فأٔٝ ٠كزدبة ٌٗ؟  

“Allah is good and pure and accepts only what is good and pure, and He has given 

the same command to the believers as He has given to the messengers, saying, “O 

messengers, eat of what good and pure and act righteously” [23:51] and also, “You 

who believe, eat of the good and pure things which We have provided for you” 
[2:172].  Then he mentioned a man who makes a long journey in a disheveled and 

dusty state, who stretches out his hands to the sky, saying: My Lord, my Lord, when 

his food, drink and clothing are of an unlawful nature, and he is nourished by what 

is unlawful.  How can such a one be given an answer?” [Reported by Muslim]    

    

The mind and ability to reason is an essential human necessity that distinguishes humans 

from animals and demonic maniacs.  For the protection and development of the mind 

Islam obligated beneficial education on all Muslims and prohibited all intoxicants. 

 

 

AYAAT OF THE QUR‟AN 

 

There were three distinct gradual stages towards the total prohibition of Khamr and all 

intoxicants. The first stage was the revelation of the verses of the Qurán in which one 

who has understanding and uses his intelligence in an unbiased manner, realizes that pure 

wholesome food and drink is better than any wine or alcoholic beverage or intoxicants 

could ever be. 

 

Allah the Most Generous and Bountiful said: 

 

“And from the fruits of date-palms and grapes, you derive strong drink which 

intoxicates, and a wholesome provision. Verily, therein is indeed a sign for people 

who have wisdom.” [16:67] 

 

The wine of the hereafter in Paradise was described in this period as splendid nectar but 

with noticeably different effects than the harmful, injuring, pain causing wine of this 

world. 

 

Allah the Exalted said: 

  

 



“A glass from a pure wine (or spring) will circulate around them: white and 

delicious, for those who would drink. They will not have any Ghoul (hurt, pain, 

headache, sin) from it, nor will they suffer intoxication.” [37: 46-49] 

 

 

And Allah the Exalted said: 

   

“Eternal youths will serve them continuously.  With cups, and jugs, and a glass from 

the flowing wine. Wherefrom they will neither have any excruciating headache nor 

any intoxication.” [56:18-20]  

 

The fact that wholesome provision is mentioned distinctly as a category, other than the 

strong intoxicating drink, and the fact that the wine of the hereafter is without 

intoxication, painful, and harmful effects, should be enough for those who understand the 

intended indications: leave this obnoxious and harmful drink. 

 

And Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, said:  

  

 “They ask you (O Muhammad) concerning alcohol and gambling. Say: "In them is 

a great sin, and (some) benefit for men, but the sin of them is greater than their 

benefit." And they ask you what they ought to spend. Say: "That which is beyond 

your needs." Thus Allah makes clear to you His Laws in order that you may give 

thought.” [2:219] 

 

This verse clearly states that the sin of drinking these intoxicants is greater than any 

perceived benefit. Yet this was not an unequivocal in prohibition, so some of the Muslims 

at the time continued to drink and become intoxicated, as was their custom. 

 

And in the traditions about the Isra`a wa M’iraj (Night Journey and Ascension) we find 

the words of the prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, in describing the 

episode: 

صُ أر١ذ ثئٔبء٠ٓ فٟ أدذّ٘ب ٌجٓ ٚفٟ ا٢خش خّش، فمبي اششة أ٠ّٙب شئذ، فأخزد اٌٍجٓ فششثزٗ، فم١ً أخزد "...
    [اىثخاسي ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ] ..."أِب إٔه ٌٛ أخزد اٌخّش غٛد أِزه  اٌفطشح،

“…Then there was brought to me two glasses, one with milk and the other with 

Khamr (wine) and I was told to drink whichever I choose, so I took the milk and 

drank it and it was said You have taken the Fitrah (natural good and wholesome).  

If you had taken the Khamr your nation would have been misguided…” [Reported by 

Bukhari, and in another version, instead of “it was said”, we find that “Jibreel (Gabriel) 

said”, peace be upon him:  

."   ٞ ٘ذان ٌٍفطشح ٌٛ أخزد اٌخّش غٛد أِزهاٌذّذ هلل اٌز"  



“All praise be to Allah, Who guided you to the Fitrah, if you had chosen the wine, 

your nation would have been misguided.”] 

 

The second degree towards prohibition of Khamr was when, in Madinah after the Hijra 

(Emigration), it became forbidden to make prayer while intoxicated or drunk. Many 

incidents lead to the revelation of the verse of Allah the Almighty and Majestic, where 

He the Exalted said: 

  

“O you who believe! Approach not the prayer when you are in a drunken state until 

you know (the meaning) of what you utter…” [4:43] 

 

The following story is related by Ali ibn Abi Talib and some other Sahabah, may Allah 

be pleased with them, who narrate that: 

صٕغ ٌٕب ػجع اٌؽزّٓ ثٓ ػٛف طؼبِب فعػبٔب ٚقمبٔب ِٓ اٌطّؽ، فأضػد اٌطّؽ ِٕب، ٚزضؽد اٌصالح، فمعِٟٛٔ 

ٛا ٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌػ٠ٓ إِٓٛا ال رمؽث) :ٚٔسٓ ٔؼجع ِب رؼجعْٚ، فأٔؿي اهلل ( لً ٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌىبفؽْٚ ال أػجع ِب رؼجعْٚ) فمؽأد

[ٗاىرشٍزي سٗآ أت٘ داٗد( ]اٌصالح ٚأٔزُ قىبؼٜ ززٝ رؼٍّٛا ِب رمٌْٛٛ  

“Abdur-Rahman ibn Auf invited us to some food and gave us some wine to drink, 

which took us away (in intoxication).  The time of Salah (prayer) came and so they 

forwarded me, and I read: O you who disbelieve I don‟t worship what you worship, 

and we worship what you worship. So Allah revealed: “O you who believe! 

Approach not the prayer when you are in a drunken state until you know (the 

meaning) of what you utter…” [4:43] [Reported by Abu Da`ood and at-Tirmidthi –this 

being their version –and Ibn Abi Hatim at-Tabari, al-Hakim and others and verified by al-

Albani and others] 

 

If Ali ibn Abi Talib had said: “and we worship what you worship” meaning the idolatry 

of the disbelievers and polytheists, then this would have been apostasy but since they 

were drunk and of course he did not mean what he said.   

 

And in another incident Sa‟ad, may Allah be pleased with him, mentions  

وٍٕب ٚششثٕب دزٝ عىشٔب صُ افزخشٔب صٕع سجً ِٓ األٔصبس طعبِب فذعب أٔبعب ِٓ اٌّٙبجش٠ٓ ٚأٔبعب ِٓ األٔصبس فأ"
٠ب أ٠ٙب فشفع سجً ٌذٟ ثع١ش عظُ اٌفه فغشص ثٙب أٔف ععذ فىبْ ععذ ِغشٚص األٔف ٚرٌه لجً رذش٠ُ اٌخّش فٕضٌذ 

ٗاىرشٍزي  ٍسيٌ سٗآ] ." ٚاٌذذ٠ش ثطٌٛٗ عٕذ ِغٍُ ِٓ سٚا٠خ شعجخ اٌز٠ٓ إِٓٛا ال رمشثٛا اٌصالح ٚأٔزُ عىبسٜ

   [ٗغٍشٌٕ
“Someone from Ansar invited us, some of the Muhajareen (Emigrants) and some of 

the Ansar (Helpers) for a meal, and we drank until we became drunk.  We started to 

boast about ourselves, so one of us lifted a big thighbone of a camel and drove it into 

the nose of Sa‟ad  -- and he was broken-nosed thereafter -- and that was before the 

prohibition of Khamr.  Then Allah revealed the verse: O you who believe! Approach 

not the prayer when you are in a drunken state until you know (the meaning) of 

what you utter…” [4:43]  [Reported by Muslim, at-Tirmithi, and others and verified by 

al-Albani and others] 

 

Although this verse made it forbidden to make prayer under “the influence” (of 

intoxicants), the verse was not an unequivocal prohibition. Some understood this to mean 



that it was allowed to drink other than prayer times, and so they continued to drink and 

become intoxicated at times. This verse is extremely significant in that it gives us the 

reason and rationale for the prohibition because an intoxicated person does not know 

what exactly he says or does. Since he is not in his right and sensible mind, he may say 

an absurd or false statement, even to the extent of polytheism, idolatry and blasphemy as 

we witness in the above example. If a Muslim said what Ali ibn Abi Talib said, 

intentionally, he or she would become apostate for the act and word of Shirk 

(worshipping other than Allah, idolatry, polytheism). 

 

After the above verses, many suspected that eventually Khamr would be totally 

prohibited.  Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, would make the 

supplication to Allah for the complete prohibition.  The Prophet, Allah‟s peace and 

blessing be upon him, realizing the closeness of the coming prohibition, advised his 

companions in a sermon saying: 

ٌٚعً اهلل . إْ اهلل رعبٌٝ ٠عشض ثبٌخّش! ٠ب أ٠ٙب إٌبط)  ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ ٠خطت ثبٌّذ٠ٕخ لبيعّعذ سعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل
فّب ٌجضٕب إال ٠غ١شا دزٝ لبي إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل : لبي (. فّٓ وبْ عٕذٖ ِٕٙب شٟء ف١ٍجعٗ ١ٌٕٚزفع ثٗ. ع١ٕضي ف١ٙب أِشا

فبعزمجً : لبي (. ٕٙب شٟء فال ٠ششة ٚال ٠جعفّٓ أدسوزٗ ٘زٖ ا٠٢خ ٚعٕذٖ ِ. إْ اهلل رعبٌٝ دشَ اٌخّش)ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ 
  [ٗغٍشٓ ٍسيٌ سٗآ] .فٟ طش٠ك اٌّذ٠ٕخ، فغفىٛ٘ب. إٌبط ثّب وبْ عٕذٖ ِٕٙب

“O people, indeed Allah is indicating something about Khamr, and perhaps Allah 

will reveal something about it (forbid it soon) so whoever has any, should sell it to 

benefit from it (while he can).” And then it wasn‟t a short while until he said: 

“Verily Allah has prohibited Khamr, so whoever hears this verse and he has any, 

should not drink or sell it.” Then the people started spilling whatever they had on 

the streets of Madinah. [Reported by Muslim 1578] 

 

The third and final stage was the total decisive prohibition of Khamr and all related 

intoxicants. Not only are we to abstain from intake, but we also must avoid and remain 

far away from all intoxicants and the places they are ingested. 

 

The decisive verse indicated in the tradition above was the revelation of Allah the Wise 

and Sublime:  

 

 

“O you who believe! Intoxicants, gambling, altars (of idolatry), and divining arrows 

(for seeking luck or decision) are an abomination of Satan‟s handiwork. So avoid 

(strictly) this (abomination) in order that you may be successful. The Satan wants 

only to instigate enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants and gambling, and 

to hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and from the prayer. So will you not 

then finish (and abstain)?” [5:90-91] 
 

The word “avoid” is crucial here since this is the strongest manner of prohibition.  Not 

only should someone not drink or intake himself any intoxicants, but he or she must stay 

clear from the intoxicants and from being around the people who are drinking or taking 



drugs. For this reason the Prophet, Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him, prohibited 

being near the table that has alcohol on it, as it is reported that he said, may the peace and 

blessings be upon him: 

." ِٓ وبْ ٠ؤِٓ ثبهلل ٚ ا١ٌَٛ ا٢خش فال ٠معذ عٍٝ ِبئذح ٠ذاس ع١ٍٙب اٌخّش"  
Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day then let him not sit at the table around 

which Khamr revolves.” [Reported by Ahmad and verified by Al-Albani AG 1949]  

 

[ٗاىحامٌ ٗأت٘ داٗد ٗاتِ ٍاجح سٗآ]   ..."ِبئعح ٠شؽة ػ١ٍٙب اٌطّؽ ػٓ اٌدٍٛـ ػٍٝ... ٔٙٝ"  

“He forbade …sitting on the table where Khamr is being drunk...” [Reported by Abu 

Da`ood, Ibn Majah, al-Hakim, and verified by Al-Albani SS 2394] 

  

And he said, peace be upon him: 

..."  ٠ؤِٓ ثبهلل ٚا١ٌَٛ ا٢خش فال ٠جٍظ عٍٝ ِبئذح ٠ذاس ع١ٍٙب اٌخّش ِٚٓ وبْ"...  

“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day then let him not sit at a table upon 

which Khamr is being circulated (and served).” [Reported by Abu Dao`od, at-Tirmithi 

and others and verified by Al-Albani AG 1949] 

 

In the verse above, Allah gives an external reason, and a more significant internal reason 

for the prohibition. The external reason is instigation of enmity and hatred between 

people. The internal reason is the hindrance of remembering Allah and performing 

prayers. One tears at the social fabric and security of the society, the other demolishes the 

basis of tranquility and satisfaction of the soul. 

 

Allah the Exalted mentions this idea about the wisdom and benefits of Salah when He 

says:  

   

“And recite what is revealed to you from the Book and establish prayer, verily prayer 

forbids monstrous deeds and wickedness, and the remembrance of Allah is greater and 

Allah knows what you do.” [29:45] 

 

The above verse mentions two benefits of Salah. The greater benefit is the internal one 

for the betterment of the souls, and this is explained by another verse. 

 

“The ones who find satisfaction and tranquility in the remembrance of Allah, and verily, 

the hearts (of men) do not find satisfaction and tranquility except in the remembrance of 

Allah. [13:28] 

 

The other benefit is the betterment of the outward behavior of men. 

 

Since Allah is the Creator and Benefactor, He knows well what truly satisfies His 

creatures and brings tranquility to their inner being and peace to their outer disposition 

and spreads it in the society.  



 

 And there are many reports for this monumental event in the legal history of the 

Muslims. For instance:  

ؼٜٚ اٌجطبؼٞ ِٚكٍُ ػٓ أٔف ثٓ ِبٌه ؼضٟ اهلل ػٕٗ لبي ِب وبْ ٌٕب ضّؽ غ١ؽ فض١طىُ ٘ػا اٌػٞ ركّٛٔٗ 

فٟ ث١زٕب ئغ خبء ؼخً : ئٟٔ ٌمبئُ أقمٟ أثب طٍسخ ٚأثب أ٠ٛة ٚؼخباًل ِٓ أصسبة إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ. اٌفض١ص

فّب قأٌٛا ػٕٙب ٚال : لبي. ٠ب أٔف أؼق ٘ػٖ اٌمالي: يئْ اٌطّؽ لع زؽِذ فمب: ال فمبي: ً٘ ثٍغىُ اٌطجؽ ؟ فمٍٕب: فمبي

   [ٗغٍشَٕا ٍسيٌ اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ]   ".ؼاخؼٛ٘ب ثؼع ضجؽ اٌؽخً

Bukhari and Muslim report on the narration Anas ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with 

him, saying: We did not have any wine except this mixture we would prepare which 

you call Fadeekh, and I was serving Aba Talha and Aba Ayyub and some others of 

the companions of the Prophet, peace be upon him, in our house when a man came 

and said: did you hear the news? We said: No! Wine has been prohibited! So he 

said: O Anas! Spill these jugs. And they never asked about it or argued anything 

after they heard the man‟s report.”   
 

And in another narration: 

ث١ّٕب أٔب أظ٠ؽ اٌىأـ ػٍٝ أثٟ طٍسخ ٚأثٟ ػج١عح ٚأثٟ ظخبٔخ ٚززٝ ِبٌذ ِٓ اٌؽؤٚـ ِٓ : ػٓ أٔف ثٓ ِبٌه لبي 

فّب ظضً ػ١ٍٕب ظاضً ، ٚال ضؽج ِٕب ضبؼج : لبي . أال ئْ اٌطّؽ لع زؽِذ : ض١ٍط ثكؽ ٚرّؽ فكّؼذ ِٕبظ٠ًب ٠ٕبظٞ 

ضٕب، ٚأصجٕب ِٓ ط١ت أَ ق١ٍُ ثُ ضؽخٕب ئٌٝ اٌّكدع ززٝ أ٘ؽلٕب اٌشؽاة ٚوكؽٔب اٌغالي ٚرٛضأ ثؼضٕب ٚاغزكً ثؼ

   (...٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌػ٠ٓ إِٓٛا ئّٔب اٌطّؽ ٚا١ٌّكؽ) فاغا ؼقٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ ٠مؽأ

Anas ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said: As I was circulating a glass on Abi 

Talha and Abi Ubaid and Abi Dujana until their heads tipped (from intoxication) from a 

mixture of date wine I heard a caller call out: Let it be known that Khamr has been 

forbidden!  No one came in or went out until we had poured all that wine out and broken 

the jugs, and we washed and made ablution and we perfumed ourselves from the perfume 

of Um Sulaim, then we went to the Masjid and heard the Messenger of Allah, may the 

peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, recite: “O you who believe! Intoxicants, 

gambling…” [The verse of Surat-al-Ma`idah] 

 

The progressive, gradual, step-by-step approach of these stages toward total prohibition 

has been illustrated in various traditions, and we will mention two. For instance, the 

following explanation of the companion Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with 

him: 

اٌٍُٙ ث١ٓ : فعػٝ ػّؽ فمؽئذ ػ١ٍٗ، فمبي ػّؽ . اٌٍُٙ ث١ٓ ٌٕب فٟ اٌطّؽ ث١بٔب شبف١ب، فٕؿٌذ ا٠٢خ اٌزٟ فٟ اٌجمؽح " 

فىبْ { ٠ب أ٠ٙب اٌػ٠ٓ إِٛا ال رمؽثٛا اٌصالح ٚأٔزُ قىبؼٜ}: ٌٕب فٟ اٌطّؽ ث١بٔب شبف١ب، فٕؿٌذ ا٠٢خ اٌزٟ فٟ إٌكبء 

اٌٍُٙ ث١ٓ : ال رمؽثٛا اٌصالح ٚأٔزُ قىبؼٜ، فعػٝ ػّؽ فمؽئذ ػ١ٍٗ، فمبي  :ِٕبظٞ ؼقٛي اهلل ئغا ألبَ اٌصالح ٔبظٜ 

لبي { فًٙ أٔزُ ِٕزْٙٛ} ٌٕب فٟ اٌطّؽ ث١بٔب شبف١ب، فٕؿٌذ ا٠٢خ اٌزٟ فٟ اٌّبئعح، فعػٝ ػّؽ فمؽئذ ػ١ٍٗ، فٍّب ثٍغ

  [أت٘ داٗد ٗ اىْسائً ٗغٍشَٕا سٗآ]  ."أز١ٕٙب أز١ٕٙب: ػّؽ 

“O Allah make clear about the case of Khamr completely! Then the verse of Baqarah was 

revealed.  Umar was called and it was read to him, and he (again) supplicated: O Allah 

make clear about the case of Khamr completely! So the verse of Nisa`a was revealed, and 

the caller would call out when he called to Salah (prayer): O you who believe! Do not 

come to prayer if you are intoxicated! And Umar was called, and it was read to him and 

he (again) supplicated: O Allah make clear about the case of Khamr completely! Then the 

verse of Ma`idah was revealed and Umar was called and it was read to him, and when he 

reached the part that says: “So will you not then be finished (and abstain)?” He said: We 



are finished, we are finished.”  [Reported by Abu Da`ood, Nisa`e, and others and verified 

by al-Albani] 

 

This tradition, besides showing the knowledge, virtue and excellence of Umar, may Allah 

be pleased with him, indicates that this was one of the cases in which the revelation came 

down confirming what he knew to be right and was wishing for the general good and 

benefit of the believers, like in the case of Hijab (viel) and in the case of the captives. 

 

And we have the explanation of „A`isha, may Allah be pleased with her, the wife of the 

Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, when she said: 

 

ئّٔب ٔؿي أٚي ِب ٔؿي ِٕٗ قٛؼح ِٓ اٌّفصً، ف١ٙب غوؽ اٌدٕخ ٚإٌبؼ، ززٝ ...ػبئشخ أَ اٌّإ١ِٕٓ ؼضٟ اهلل ػٕٙب ػٓ 

ال ٔعع اٌطّؽ أثعا، : ال رشؽثٛا اٌطّؽ، ٌمبٌٛا : ئغا ثبة إٌبـ ئٌٝ اإلقالَ ٔؿي اٌسالي ٚاٌسؽاَ، ٌٚٛ ٔؿي أٚي شٟء 

 :أثعا، ٌمع ٔؿي ثّىخ ػٍٝ ِسّع صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ ٚئٟٔ ٌدبؼ٠خ أٌؼت ال ٔعع اٌؿٔب : ال رؿٔٛا، ٌمبٌٛا : ٌٚٛ ٔؿي 
[ اىثخاسي .]..ِٚب ٔؿٌذ قٛؼح اٌجمؽح ٚإٌكبء ئال ٚأٔب ػٕعٖ، . {ثً اٌكبػخ ِٛػعُ٘ ٚاٌكبػخ أظ٘ٝ ٚأِؽ}  

On „A`ishah, may Allah pleased with her, who said: when Allah revealed the first verses 

to be revealed in Makkah that were of the Mufassal (last chapters of the Quran) 

mentioning Paradise and Hellfire, the people came to Islam and then Allah revealed the 

verses of the Halal wa Haram  (lawful and unlawful).  If it were that Allah would have 

revealed: Do not drink Khamr, they would have said: We will never leave Khamr!  And 

if he had revealed: Do not fornicate, they would have said: We will never leave 

fornication! It was revealed in Makkah while I was a little girl: “Nay but the promised 

time for them is The Hour (of resurrection) which is harsh and bitter!” [54:46] and the 

Surat-al Baqarah and Ma`idah and An-Nisa`a were not revealed but I was with him (in 

Madinah as his wife).  [Reported by Bukhari] 

 

This is an extremely important tradition for our presentation, since Aishah, may Allah be 

pleased with her, explains the unavoidable realities of human nature and behavior. It is 

against human nature to accept any new concept or idea easily and without some 

resistance.  There is always a strong reaction to a new idea no matter how good it may be.  

Wisdom and patience are the most important factors in bringing any change in a society.  

Even though the early Muslims were sincere converts and believers, their accustomed 

habits, pleasures and pride were at stake.  She points out that they would not immediately 

have been able to stop these habits and practices, no matter how destructive, corrupt and 

obnoxious, were they asked to stop them at that early stage of Islam. They had to first 

believe in Allah and the Hereafter, to be weaned and convinced, and encouraged with the 

rewards of faith, and discouraged by the warnings and threats about the severe 

punishments.  After educating themselves with belief in Allah and knowing the rewards 

and punishments of this life and the Hereafter, after living in the pure society of Medinah, 

after becoming stronger in faith and practice, after all that and more, then and only then, 

were they able to realize the evil and destructive nature of intoxicant and accept the final 

commands for total prohibition which cut all the pathways to this evil habit. The time 

frame involved allowed them to become progressively accustomed to a new life of pure 

and noble acts, wholesome food and drink as a substitute to their past pastimes and party 

spirit.  The tradition also shows the natural connection between drinking and fornication, 



which was also witnessed in the Jewish and Christina scriptures.  One leads to the other.  

This will be further discussed below.   

 

All scholars are agreed, by consensus, that the verses of al-Ma`idah have abrogated the 

ones before them, and that they are conclusive in total prohibition of all intoxicants. This 

has been reinforced and reconfirmed by the Sunnah, as below:  

 

EVIDENCE FROM THE SUNNAH 
 

The divinely inspired traditions of the Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessing of 

Allah be upon him and his family, to mankind for their salvation from all the evil and 

harm of this world and the next, related many revelations to prove that all intoxicants are 

strictly illegal in Islamic law.  In all the traditions below I will either translate Khamr as 

“intoxicant” rather than “wine” since that is what the research proves, no matter it is 

alcoholic or of another substance.   I will leave the word, as is, “Khamr” to differentiate it 

from “Ma Askar” which translates  “that which intoxicates.” 

  

The Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, said: 

[ سٗآ ٍسيٌ ٗأت٘ داٗدٗاتِ ٍاجح ]"  وً ِكىؽ ضّؽ ٚوً ضّؽ زؽاَ"  

Jabir ibn Abdullah narrated that the Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon 

him, said: "Every intoxicant is “Khamr” and every Khamr is illegal (Haram).” 

[Reported by Muslim, Abu Da`ood, Ibn Majah] 

 

In another hadith Jabir ibn Abdullah narrated that the Prophet, may the peace and 

blessing of Allah be upon him, said: 

[ سٗآ أت٘ داٗد ٗاىْسائً ٗاىرشٍزي ٗاتِ ٍاجح ٗأحَذ ٗاىذاسًٍ ]  " ِب أقىؽ وث١ؽٖ فم١ٍٍٗ زؽاَ "  

“If a large amount of anything causes intoxication, a small amount of it is 

prohibited.” [Reported by Abu- Da`ood, and al-Tirmithi, an-Nisa`e, Ibn Majah, and 

verified by al-Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

  [ت٘ داٗد ٗاىثٍٖقً سٗآ أ]  ..."وً ِخّش خّش، ٚ وً ِغىش دشاَ"
“Everything that intoxicates is Khamr and every intoxicant is illegal and 

forbidden…” [Reported by Abu Da`ood and al-Baihaqi and others and verified by al-

Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 
[ ٗ أت٘ داٗد ٗاىرشٍزي  سٗآ أحَذ]." ٕٗ اٌفؽق فًّء اٌىف ِٕٗ زؽاَِب أقىؽ ِ"  

"If a large bucketful (or tubful) intoxicates, a (sip from the) scoop of your handful of 

it is illegal (Haram)." [Reported by Ahmad Abu Da`ood, and al-Tirmithi and verified by 

al-Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 
  [ٗغٍشٌٕ ٍسيٌ ٗاىثخاسي ٗسٗآ]." غىش دشاَِوً "... و."  وً ششاة أعىش فٙٛ دشاَ"

“Every drink which intoxicates is forbidden.” And in another wording: “everything 

that intoxicates is forbidden.” [Reported by Ahmad, Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Da`ood, at-



Tirmithi, an-Nisa`e, IbnMajah, and many others, and this tradition is “Mutawaatir”, 

meaning it was reported by so many narrators in each link in its chain that it is impossible 

that they conspired in any way, see as-Suyyuti in Qatf al-Azhar no.85 and al-Katani in 

Nutham al-Mutanathir no. 165]  

 

And he said, may Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him: 

."  اخزٕجٛا وً ِكىؽ"     
“Stay away from every intoxicant.” [Reported by At-Tabarani and verified by al-

Albani] 

 

These traditions prove that no amount of intoxicating material can be legally ingested 

into the body, however minute and seemingly insignificant.  

 

And in a fuller version, which expresses prohibition and stern punishment in the same 

sentence, he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

 "ِٚٓ ششة اٌخّش فٟ اٌذ١ٔب فّبد ٚ٘ٛ ٠ذِٕٙب، ٌُ ٠زت، ٌُ ٠ششثٙب فٟ ا٢خشح. ٚوً ِغىش دشاَ. وً ِغىش خّش"
  [ٗاىرشٍزي  ٗاىْسائً ٗغٍشٌٕ ٍسيٌ آسٗ]

"Every intoxicant is “Khamr” and every Khamr is illegal and who drinks it in this 

world and he is addicted to it and does not repent will not drink it in the Hereafter.” 
[Reported by Muslim, at-Tirmithi, and an-Nisa`e]  

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

  [ٍسيٌ سٗآ] "ٚال رششثٛا ِغىشا. فبششثٛا فٟ األعم١خ وٍٙب. ١ٙٔزىُ عٓ إٌج١ز إال فٟ عمبء"

“I had forbidden you to drink juices except in a pouch, so now drink in all 

containers, but do not drink any intoxicants.”  [Reported by Muslim]   

 

“Nabeedth” in this tradition includes all natural juices before they have become “hard” 

and alcoholic, and they were forbidden from the pouches since that was the part of the 

fermentation process.   

 

And the Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, who was given 

eloquence in speech, using a few words to contain a comprehensive meaning, said:  

 [  سٗآ اىطثشاًّ] ."اٌطجبئث أَاٌطّؽ "

"Khamr is the mother (or root) of impurities.”  [Reported by at-Tabarani and verified 

by al-Albani] 

 

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him said: 

  [ِ ٍاجحسٗآ ات]."   شؽرشؽة اٌطّؽ فأٙب ِفزبذ وً  ال"

“Do not drink Khamr since it is the key that open ups all evil.” [Reported by Ibn 

Majah, and verified by al-Albani] 

  

And he said, as Abu Musa al-Ash‟ari narrated: 

ٕفشا، ٠ٚغشا ٚال ٚثششا ٚال ر. ادعٛا إٌبط"فمبي . ثعضٕٟ سعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ ِٚعبرا إٌٝ ا١ٌّٓ
. اٌجزع، ٚ٘ٛ ِٓ اٌعغً ٠ٕجز دزٝ ٠شزذ: أفزٕب فٟ ششاث١ٓ وٕب ٔصٕعّٙب ثب١ٌّٓ ! ٠ب سعٛي اهلل: لبي فمٍذ  ."رعغشا



ٚوبْ سعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ لذ أعطٟ جٛاِع : لبي . ٚاٌّضس، ٚ٘ٛ ِٓ اٌزسح ٚاٌشع١ش ٠ٕجز دزٝ ٠شزذ
  [ٗغٍشٓ ٍسيٌ سٗآ]." عىش عٓ اٌصالحأٔٙٝ عٓ وً ِغىش أ" اٌىٍُ ثخٛارّٗ فمبي

 

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him, sent Mu‟adth and 

me to Yemen and said: “Invite the people and give them glad tidings and do not scare 

them away, and be easy and do not be rough and strict.” I said O Messenger of Allah, 

Give us a verdict about a drink we used to make in Yemen called al-Bat’e, and it is from 

honey which we would ferment until it becomes intoxicant. And also another drink called 

al-Mizr, which is from corn or barley, which we would ferment until it becomes 

intoxicant. The Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him, was 

given Jawam’e al-Kalaam bi-Khawaatimihi (most comprehensive expressions of 

eloquence in the shortest phrase) so he said: “I forbid every intoxicant that intoxicates 

you from (being able to make) prayer.” [Reported by Muslim]  

  

All these traditions give the concept that Khamr is all that causes intoxication –whatever 

substance and material.  They also indicate that intoxication leads to other vices and sins, 

a fact so well known that it hardly needs proving --- but only the thoughtful take heed. 

The natural consequence of intoxication is that one loses his intelligence and senses, and 

when his inhibitions break down and tolerance level lowers, he will lose modesty and 

bashfulness, which he would normally feel. He will lose his temper very easily and be 

less tolerant, which will result in violence, immoral and obnoxious deeds as is mentioned 

in the next tradition explicitly: 

 

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him said: 

  [سٗآ اىطثشاًّ] ."اٌفٛازش ٚأوجؽ اٌىجبئؽ ِٓ شؽثٙب ٚلغ ػٍٝ أِٗ ٚضبٌزٗ ٚػّزٗ أَاٌطّؽ "

"Khamr is the mother (or root) of vice and vile, monstrous deeds, and it is the 

greatest of sins. A man might even have intercourse (or rape) with  his mother and 

paternal and maternal aunt after being intoxicated." [Reported by at-Tabrani and 

verified by al-Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

[ سٗآ اتِ ٗأحَذ ٗاىذاسًٍ] "ال ٠عضً اٌدٕخ ِعِٓ اٌطّؽ"  

“The one addicted to Khamr (alcoholic addict) will not enter Paradise.” [Reported 

Ahmad, ad-Darami, Ibn Majah, and verified by al-Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

[ سٗآ أحَذ ٗاتِ ٍاجح ] "ِعِٓ اٌطّؽ وؼبثع اٌٛثٓ"  

“The one addicted to Khamr (alcohol) is like the worshipper of an idol.” [Reported 

Ahmad, Ibn Majah and al-Hakim, and verified by al-Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

[ سٗآ أحَذ]."ٚثٓاٌطّؽ ئغا ِبد ٌمٟ اهلل وؼبثع  ِعِٓ"  

“If the addict of Khamr dies (upon that), will meet Allah like a worshipper of idols.” 
[Reported by Ahmad and verified by al-Albani] 

 

And he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 



[  سٗآ ٍسيٌ  ٗاتِ ٍاجح] ."أْ ٠زٛة ئالِٓ شؽة اٌطّؽ فٟ اٌع١ٔب ٌُ ٠شؽثٙب فٟ ا٢ضؽح "  

“Who drinks Khamr in this world will not drink it in the hereafter, except that he 

repents.” [Reported by Muslim and Ibn Majah] 

 

Note that the delicious nectar of the paradise is also called Khamr since that is what we 

understand as wine but the differencebetween the two is that the drink of Paradise is 

offered by Allah to the residents of the Paradise as a reward for their obedience and it is 

without the damaging and evil effects. We do not know by certainty in our worldly life 

the reality of what pleasures and marvelous things are in Paradise, except by 

approximations and comparisons from what we have as analogous to it in our world. 

 

In the narration of the companion Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him: 

 رزؽن صالح ِىزٛثخ ِزؼّعا فّٓ أْ ال رشؽن ثبهلل ش١ئب ٚئْ لطؼذ ٚزؽلذ ٚالأٚصبٟٔ ض١ٍٍٟ صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ 

[  سٗآ اتِ ٍاجح] رؽوٙب ِزؼّعا فمع ثؽئذ ِٕٗ اٌػِخ ٚال رشؽة اٌطّؽ فأٙب ِفزبذ وً شؽ   

“My most beloved one gave me the final advice and said: Do not commit idolatry 

even if you are cut up and burnt, and do not leave an obligatory Salah (prayer) 

intentionally, since whoever leaves an obligatory Salah (prayer) intentionally, has 

the protection dissociated from him, and do not drink Khamr (intoxicants) since it is 

the key to every evil.” [Reported by Ibn Majah and others, and verified by al-Albani] 

 

And the Prophet of Allah, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, said:  

ب ٚزبٍِٙب ٚاٌّسٌّٛخ ئ١ٌٗ ٚآوً ثّٕٙب ػبصؽ٘ب ِٚؼزصؽ٘ب ٚثبئؼٙب ِٚجزبػٙ: ٌؼٕذ اٌطّؽ ػٍٝ ػشؽح أٚخٗ " 

[  سٗآ أت٘ داٗد ٗاىرشٍزي ٗاىْسائً ، ٗاتِ ٍاجح ، ٗأحَذ ] " ٚشبؼثٙب ٚقبل١ٙب  

"The curse of Allah falls on ten groups of people who deal with Khamr (all 

intoxicants). The one who squeezes for it (or distills it), the one for whom it is 

squeezed, the one who sells it, the one who buys it, the one who transports it, the one 

to whom it is transported, the one who utilizes the money from it, the one who 

drinks it, and the one who serves it.”  [Reported by Abu Da`ood, At-Tirmithi, an-

Nisa`e, Ibn Majah and al-Hakim, and verified by Albani and al-Arna`oot ]  

 

This tradition shows that all transactions with Khamr are strictly forbidden. If Allah made 

something forbidden, he prohibited the buying and selling of that thing. We will return to 

this subject below in a separate section. 

 

Cider and fruit drinks are allowed as long as they have not become fermented and “sour” 

and converted into “hard” cider, beer, liquor or any kind of alcoholic and intoxicating 

beverage. 

 

All drinks from fruits, vegetables, grains, and dairy products are allowed as long as they 

do not contain any intoxicants.  

 

As the Prophet used to drink various kinds of wholesome Nabeeth (juice): 

فأٙب وبٔذ رٕجػ ٌؽقٛي اهلل صٍٝ . قً ٘ػٖ: فكأٌزٙب ػٓ إٌج١ػ؟ فعػذ ػبئشخ خبؼ٠خ زجش١خ فمبٌذ . ٌم١ذ ػبئشخ

 سٗآ] .فاغا أصجر شؽة ِٕٗ. ٚأٚو١ٗ ٚأػٍمٗ. وٕذ أٔجػ ٌٗ فٟ قمبء ِٓ ا١ًٌٍ: فمبٌذ اٌسجش١خ . اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ

  [ٍسيٌ



“A`ishah may Allah be pleased with her, the wife of the Prophet, peace and blessing 

of Allah be upon him, was asked about the Messenger of Allah‟s beverages of 

Nabeeth, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him. She called an Ethiopian girl and 

said: Ask her about it.  She said: I used to make it at night in a pouch and close the 

mouth of it and he would consume it in the morning.” [Reported by Muslim] 

 

This and all other traditions to this affect are understood to mean the drinks without any 

alcohol content and before any fermentation takes place. 

 

A famous story 

 

Uthman ibn „Affan, may Allah be pleased with him gave a Khutbah wherein he related 

this famous story:  

اخزٕٛا اٌطّؽ، فأٙب أَ اٌطجبئث، ئٔٗ وبْ ؼخً ِّٓ ضال لجٍىُ رؼجع، فؼٍمزٗ اِؽأح غ٠ٛخ، فأؼقٍذ ئ١ٌٗ خبؼ٠زٙب فمبٌذ 

غ خبؼ٠زٙب فطفمذ وٍّب ظضً ثبثب أغٍمزٗ ظٚٔٗ، ززٝ أفضٝ ئٌٝ اِؽأح ٚض١ئخ ئٔب ٔعػٛن ٌٍشٙبظح، فبٔطٍك ِ: ٌٗ 

ئٟٔ ٚاهلل ِب ظػٛره ٌٍشٙبظح، ٌٚىٓ ظػٛره ٌزمغ ػٍٟ، أٚ رشؽة ِٓ ٘ػٖ اٌطّؽح : ػٕع٘ب غالَ، ٚثبط١ٗ ضّؽ، فمبٌذ 

فٍُ ٠ؽَ ززٝ ٚلغ  !ؾ٠عٟٚٔ : فبقم١ٕٟ ِٓ ٘ػا اٌطّؽ وأقب، فكمزٗ وأقب، لبي : وأقب، أٚ رمزً ٘ػا اٌغالَ، لبي 

فبخزٕجٛا اٌطّؽ، فأٙب ٚاهلل ال ٠دزّغ اإل٠ّبْ ٚئظِبْ اٌطّؽ، ئال ١ٌٛشه أْ ٠طؽج أزعّ٘ب . ػ١ٍٙب، ٚلزً إٌفف 

 [اىْسائً سٗآ ٍ٘ق٘ف] صبزجٗ

 “Beware and fear Khamr (wine drinking), for it is the mother of all evil. Once there 

was a pious man of those before us, who engaged in much sincere worship of Allah.  

A woman desired him, so she sent her servant girl to say to him: we call you to a 

witness. So he went with her, and every time they went through a door, it was locked 

behind him. He finally came upon a beautiful woman, with a boy and a glass of 

Khamr. She said: I have not called you for witness, but to fornicate with me, or 

drink this wine, or kill this boy. He said: Then let me drink this glass of wine. So he 

drank the glass of wine. Then he said: give me another glass. Then he continued 

drinking until he (became drunk) and fornicated with the woman and killed the 

boy. So stay away from Khamr!  Iman (faith) does not occur along with addiction to 

wine, except that one of the two will force the other one to depart.” [Reported by 

Muslim, and al-Baihaqi]  

 

Punishment for intoxication 

 

The prescribed punishments in Islam are for well-being of the individual and the general 

good of the society, as the traditions and history prove. 

  

The Messenger of Allah explained, may the perfect peace and abundant blessings of 

Allah be upon him: 

[ سٗآ اىْسائً ٗاتِ ٍاجح ٗأحَذٗغٍشٌٕ]."  أزع ٠ؼًّ فٟ األؼض ض١ؽ ألً٘ األؼض ِٓ أْ ٠ّطؽٚا أؼثؼ١ٓ صبزجب"  

"One prescribed punishment applied on the earth is better for the people of the 

earth than the (beneficial) rain  for forty days." [Reported by Ahmad, Nisa`e and Ibn 

Majah, and verified by al-Albani] 

 



[رواه البخاري والترمذي]  

 

On the narration of an-N‟uman ibn Basheer who said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

peace be upon him:  “The simile of those who enforce the punishments legislated by 

Allah, and those who fall into these crimes, are like people who crowded together on 

a ship.  Some were above the deck and some below the deck.   Those that were below 

the deck had to ask those above the deck when they needed water, so they thought to 

themselves if we would only make a hole for ourselves down here, we wouldn‟t have 

to bother those above. If they were allowed to do as they wished, all of them would 

have perished, but if they were stopped, all of them would survive.” [Reported by 

Bukhari and at-Tirmithi]  

 

The punishments for ingesting intoxicants are dire and numerous in this life and in the 

hereafter, and from among them are the following examples not intended to be an all 

inclusive list. 

 

Punishment for intoxicants in this life include: 

 

> Health damage 

 

Perhaps the first punishments to mention are, of course, the critical types of damage to 

health one suffers due to drinking and addiction to various intoxicants. This is 

documented and explained in detail in medical journals and studies, and will not be 

addressed with detail here. Let it suffice to say that the damage to the brain, central 

nervous system, liver, spleen, kidneys, bladder, heart, lungs, and sexual glands and 

abilities is well known, not to mention the psychological and social consequences.  

 

>Decrease of Iman (faith) 

 

This intangible effect is the most dangerous, since, as the famous tradition says: 

ال ٠ضٟٔ اٌضأٟ د١ٓ ٠ضٟٔ ٚ٘ٛ ِؤِٓ، ٚال ٠ششة اٌخّش د١ٓ ٠ششة ٚ٘ٛ ِؤِٓ، ٚال ٠غشق د١ٓ ٠غشق ٚ٘ٛ 
  [ٗغٍشَٕا ٍسيٌ اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ] ِؤِٓ، ٚال ٠ٕزٙت ٔٙجخ، ٠شفع إٌبط إ١ٌٗ ف١ٙب أثصبسُ٘، ٚ٘ٛ ِؤِٓ

“The fornicator (or adulterer) does not fornicate but that  he is not a believer while 

fornicating, and the drinker of Khamr (intoxicants) does not drink khamr 

(intoxicants) but that he is not a believer while drinking, the thief does not steal but 

that he is not a believer while in the act of steeling, and the robber does not rob 

violently anything which people raise their eyes to see but that he is not a believer 

while robbing.”  [Reported by Bukhari, Muslim and others] 

 

The above tradition is understood to negate the perfection of faith by wickedness and 

sinful deeds, and does not mean the total destruction of the faith. A sinner may remain a 

believer, albeit a sinner deserving due punishment. One must gather all relevant 

scriptures of both the promise of mercy and warning about punishment to reach the 

conclusion. Here we will cite reference to other traditions that imply the infinite Mercy of 

Allah for the believers who repent from their sins, as mentioned in the famous tradition of 



Abu tharr, may Allah be pleased with him, wherein he said that the Messenger of Allah 

said, peace be upon him: 

 :٠ب سعٛي اهلل، ٚإْ صٔٝ ٚإْ عشق؟ لبي: لٍذ ِب ِٓ عجذ لبي ال إٌٗ إال اهلل صُ ِبد عٍٝ رٌه إال دخً اٌجٕخ "
 :ٚإْ صٔٝ ٚإْ عشق؟ لبي: لٍذ "ٚإْ صٔٝ ٚإْ عشق": ٚإْ صٔٝ ٚإْ عشق؟ لبي: لٍذ "ٚإْ صٔٝ ٚإْ عشق"

 اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ] ٚإْ سغُ أٔف أثٟ رس: ٚوبْ أثٛ رس إرا دذس ثٙزا لبي أثٟ رس ٚإْ صٔٝ ٚإْ عشق عٍٝ سغُ أٔف

    [ٗغٍشَٕا ٍسيٌ
“There is no slave (of Allah) that says LA ILAHA ILLALLAH (there is no god 

except Allah) then dies upon that but will enter Paradise. I said even if he fornicates 

and steals? He said:  „Even if he fornicates and steals.‟ I repeated: even if he 

fornicates and steals? He said:  „Even if he fornicates and steals, despite Abu tharr‟s 

nose.‟ Thus when Abu tharr used to narrate this he would say: In spite of Abu 

tharr.  [Reported by Bukhari, Muslim and others]  

 

The only unforgivable sin, if one dies upon that sin without repentance, is Shirk, defined 

as polytheism, idolatry, blasphemy, and associating others with Allah as partners. Other 

sinners are under the mercy, justice and wisdom of Allah to either punish or have 

clemency upon them for their sins. As Allah the exalted said:  

  

“Verily Allah does not forgive those who associate partners with Him and He 

forgives other than that to whom He Will, and whoever associates partners with 

Allah, has committed a great sin.” [4:48] 

 

>Not having the Salah (prayer) accepted: 

 

Another punishment is not having the Salah (prayer) accepted: 

ٚقىؽ ٌُ رمجً ٌٗ صالح  اٌطّؽشؽة  ِٓ": تِ عَش ٗعثذاهلل تِ عَشٗ ٗاتِ عثاس سضً اهلل عٌْٖ عثذاهلل فعِ

ِٓ شؽة اٌطّؽ ٚقىؽ ٌُ رمجً ٌٗ صالح أؼثؼ١ٓ صجبزًب  ػ١ٍٗ،أؼثؼ١ٓ صجبزًب ٚئْ ِبد ظضً إٌبؼ فاْ ربة ربة اهلل 

ؽ ٌُ رمجً ٌٗ صالح أؼثؼ١ٓ صجبزًب ٚئْ ِبد ظضً اهلل ػ١ٍٗ، ِٓ شؽة اٌطّؽ ٚقى ربةٚئْ ِبد ظضً إٌبؼ فاْ ربة 

ٌاسس٘ه اهلل : قاى٘ا ."اٌم١بِخربة ربة اهلل ػ١ٍٗ، ٚئْ ػبظ وبْ زمًب ػٍٝ اهلل أْ ٠كم١ٗ ِٓ ؼظغخ اٌطجبي ٠َٛ  فاْإٌبؼ 

 [سٗآ اىرشٍزي ٗاتِ ٍاجٔ]  ."إٌبؼػصبؼح أً٘ ": ٍٗا سدغح اىخثاه؟ قاه

“Whoever drinks Khamr and gets intoxicated, his prayer will not be accepted for 

forty days, and if he died he will enter hellfire and if he repents Allah will repent on 

him.  Whoever drinks wine and gets intoxicated his prayer will not be accepted for 

forty days, and if he died he will enter hellfire and if he repents Allah will repent on 

him. Whoever drinks wine and gets intoxicated, his prayer will not be accepted for 

forty days, and if he died he will enter hellfire and if he repents Allah will repent on 

him, and if he returned, it is Allah‟s Right to make him drink of  the Radghat-al-

Khabaal on the day of Judgment. They asked: And what is Radghat-al-Khabaal O 

Messenger of Allah? He said: The filth and pus of the people of the hellfire.” 
[Reported by at-Tirmithi and Ibn Majah, and verified by al-Albani]    

 

And he said may the peace and blessing be upon him and his family: 



وً ِخّش خّش، ٚوً ِغىش دشاَ، ِٚٓ ششة ِغىشا ثخغذ صالرٗ أسثع١ٓ صجبدب، فئْ ربة ربة اهلل ع١ٍٗ، فئْ "
صذ٠ذ أً٘ : لبي  وما طينة الخبال يا رسول اهلل؟: قيل . عبد اٌشاثعخ وبْ دمب عٍٝ اهلل أْ ٠غم١ٗ ِٓ ط١ٕخ اٌخجبي

سٗآ أت٘ داٗد ]" اهلل أْ ٠غم١ٗ ِٓ ط١ٕخ اٌخجبي  إٌبس، ِٚٓ عمبٖ صغ١شا ال ٠عشف دالٌٗ ِٓ دشاِٗ وبْ دمب عٍٝ

    [ٗاىثٍٖقً 

“Everything that intoxicates is Khamr and every intoxicant is illegal and forbidden, 

and whoever ingests an intoxicant will have his Salah voided for forty days, and if 

he repents, Allah will repent on him, but if he returned (to the same crime) for the 

fourth time, it is the right of Allah to force him to drink the Tinat-al-Khabaal They 

asked: And what is Tinat-al-Khabaal O Messenger of Allah? He said: The pus of the 

inhabitants of hellfire. And whoever gives (intoxicants) to a small child who doesn‟t 

distinguish between the legal and illegal, it is the right of Allah to force him to drink 

of the Tinat-al-Khabaal.”  [Reported by Abu- Da`ood, and al-Baihaqi, and verified by 

al-Albani] 

  
Although his Salah is not accepted as a punishment until his blood is totally purified, he 

is obligated to offer it regularly and repent from his sin. If he abandons Salah, it is 

considered by many of the jurists to be apostasy as the following traditions of the Prophet 

tell, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be upon him: 

"ث١ٓ اٌؽخً ٚث١ٓ اٌشؽن ٚاٌىفؽ رؽن اٌصالح"  
“Between a man and idolatry (Shirk) and disbelief (Kufr) is abandonment of Salah.” 

[Reported by Muslim and others] 

 

And in another wording the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him, said: 

"ع اٌػٞ ث١ٕٕب ٚث١ُٕٙ اٌصالح فّٓ رؽوٙب فمع وفؽٌؼٙا"  
“The covenant between us and them is Salah, and whoever leaves it, has committed the 

act of disbelief.” 

[Reported by Ahmad, at-Tirmithi, an-Nisa`e, Ibn Majah, and others, and verified by al-

Albani] 

 

And he said, may Allah‟s peace and blessing be upon him: 

  ."ث١ٓ اٌعجذ ٚ ث١ٓ اٌىفش ٚ اإل٠ّبْ اٌصالح، فئرا رشوٙب فمذ أششن"

Between the slave and Kufr and Iman is Salah, so if he leaves it, he had done Shirk.” 

[Reported by Ibn Majah and verified by al-Albani] 

 

The intimate connection between regular prayer (Salah) and prohibition of Khamr is 

proven by the history of the Muslim Ummah (Nation) and the verses of the Qur‟an 

mentioned above. 

 

>Not having the Angles of Allah come near: 

 

The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him from Allah, said:  

     [اىثزاس سٗآ] خ١فخ اٌىبفؽ ٗ فً سٗاٌح ." اٌدٕت، ٚاٌكىؽاْ، ٚاٌّزضّص ثبٌطٍٛق: ثالثخ ال رمؽثُٙ اٌّالئىخ "

“Three will not have the angels come near them: the one in ceremonial impurity 

(due to sexual relation until he purifies himself), the intoxicated, and the one full of 

perfume (at the time not allowed like in pilgrimage).” And in another narrations: “the 



cadaver of the disbeliever” instead of the intoxicated. [Reported by al-Bazzar and 

verified by al-Albani SS 1804]    

 

The physical punishments of this life -- pain of hangovers, bruises, diseases, cancer, etc – 

are pale in comparison to the punishments of everlasting pain in the Hereafter.  They are 

mere warning signals that warn the intelligent ones to reflect and resist the temptations 

toward a few moments of assumed pleasure compared to the eventual ever-lasting pain 

and torment.  

> Flogging and whipping 

 

Flogging is the legal punishment in Islamic jurisprudence to be given by the executive 

authority, on the basis of law and judicial evidence and process. It is agreed upon by the 

consensus of the scholars of Islam that the punishment for intoxication is flogging, and 

forty lashes was the practice in the beginning.   

" أْ إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ أرٝ ثؽخً لع شؽة اٌطّؽ، فدٍع ثدؽ٠عر١ٓ ٔسٛ األؼثؼ١ٓ"ػٓ أٔف ؼضٟ اهلل ػٕٗ 

[  أحَذ ٍٗسيٌ ٗأت٘ داٗد ٗاىرشٍزي  آسٗ]  

Anas ibn Malik narrates that a man who had drunk Khamr was brought to the 

Prophet, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, and he was whipped with palm 

leaves about forty times.” [Reported by Ahmad, Muslim, Abu Da`ood, at-Tirmithi and 

others] 

  

And we find the words Sakraan (  that were used to describe (ٔشٛاْ) and Nashwaan ( قىؽاْ

those brought before the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him. 

For instance in the progressive period of Islamic shariah (law) we come across the 

following hadith: 

ئّٔب شؽثذ ؾث١جب ٚرّؽا فٟ : فمبي, ئٔٗ ٔشٛاْ: لبٌٛا: خٟء ثؽخً ئٌٝ ؼقٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚػٍٝ آٌٗ ٚقٍُ لبي

صحٍح اى٘ادعً اىجاٍع . ]ٚٔٙٝ ػٓ اٌعثبء ٚاٌؿث١ت ٚاٌزّؽ أْ ٠طٍطب, فطفك ثبٌٕؼبي ٚٔٙؿ ثبأل٠عٞ: لبي, ءحظثب

  [ 4/060اىصحٍح 

“A man was brought to the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon 

him and his family, and they said he is “Nashwan” (intoxicated), and he said: I only 

drank raisins and dates in a gourd vessel.  So they beat him with shoes and with 

their hands.  After this the gourd container, and the concoction of raisins and dates, 

was prohibited.” [Reported by Ahmad and verified by al-Wada‟e] 

 

And in another report: 

أْ سجال عٍٝ عٙذ إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ وبْ اعّٗ عجذ اهلل، ٚوبْ ٠ٍمت دّبسا، ٚوبْ ٠ضذه سعٛي اهلل 
صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ، ٚوبْ إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ لذ جٍذٖ فٟ اٌششاة، فأرٟ ثٗ ٠ِٛب فأِش ثٗ فجٍذ، فمبي 

ال رٍعٕٖٛ، فٛاهلل ِب عٍّذ " :صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ  اٌٍُٙ اٌعٕٗ، ِب أوضش ِب ٠ؤرٝ ثٗ؟ فمبي إٌجٟ: سجً ِٓ اٌمَٛ 
 [البخاري] ."إال أٔٗ ٠ذت اهلل ٚسعٌٛٗ

“During the time of the Prophet of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, 

there was a man whose name was Abdullah and he was called by the nick name 

“Himaar” (donkey), and he used to make the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing 

of Allah be upon him, laugh. And the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of 

Allah be upon him, used to have him whipped for drinking Khamr. And so he was 

brought to the Prophet, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, one day and he 

ordered him to be flogged (again). Someone said: O Allah, Your curse be upon him! 



How often is he brought (to be whipped)? The Prophet of Allah, peace and blessing 

of Allah be upon him, said: “Do not curse him, by Allah, I do not know except that 

he loves Allah and His Messenger.” [Reported by Bukhari, Muslim and many others]  

And in another version reported by Bukhai and Abu Da`ood, he said:  

   [أت٘ داٗد اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ]." ال رىٛٔٛا ػْٛ اٌش١طبْ ػٍٝ أض١ىُ "

“Do not help the Satan on your brother.”  

Then in Abu Da`ood‟s version he said:  

. فألجٍٛا ػ١ٍٗ ٠مٌْٛٛ  ِب ارم١ذ اهلل ، ِب ضش١ذ اهلل، ِٚب اقزس١١ذ ِٓ ؼقٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ  " ثّىـزٖٛ"

  .ثُ أؼَقٍٖٛ 

“Rebuke and admonish him.” So the people started to say to him: you didn‟t respect 

and have awe of Allah? You didn‟t fear Allah? You aren‟t embarrassed in front of 

the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him (about your sin)? 

And in another version it says that the Prophet peace and blessing of Allah be upon him 

said:  

  [ٗأت٘ داٗد سٗآ] ."ٌٚىٓ لٌٛٛا اٌٍُٙ اغفؽ ٌٗ اٌٍُٙ اؼزّٗ": ٗفً ىفظ أّٔ قاه 

“Say to him: O Allah forgive him and have mercy on him.” [Reported by Abu Da`ood 

and verified by al-Albani] 

 

فٍّب وبْ عّش، ٚدٔب . ثىش أسثع١ٓ صُ جٍذ أثٛ. أْ ٔجٟ اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ جٍذ فٟ اٌخّش ثبٌجش٠ذ ٚإٌعبي
أسٜ أْ رجعٍٙب وأخف : ِب رشْٚ فٟ جٍذ اٌخّش؟ فمبي عجذاٌشدّٓ ثٓ عٛف : إٌبط ِٓ اٌش٠ف ٚاٌمشٜ، لبي 

     [وأبو داود وغيرهم مسلم رواه] .فجٍذ عّش صّب١ٔٓ: لبي . اٌذذٚد

“The Prophet peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, whipped for wine drinking 

with the palm leaves and shoes, and Abu Bakr whipped for it forty lashes, and when 

it came to be Umar‟s time, people came from the countryside and the villages, and 

so he asked them (the companions) what do you say about whipping for wine 

drinking? Abdur-Rahman ibn‟Auf said: I say to make it the least of the prescribed 

whipping. So Umar whipped eighty.”   [Reported by Muslim, Abu Da`ood and others] 

 

And both forty lashes and eighty lashes are Sunnah as Ali ibn Abi Talib said, may 

Allah‟s peace be upon him, in the following report. The narrator said: 

أزعّ٘ب : أؾ٠عوُ؟ فشٙع ػ١ٍٗ ؼخالْ : ثُ لبي . شٙعد ػثّبْ ثٓ ػفبْ ٚأرٝ ثب١ٌٌٛع، لع صٍٝ اٌصجر ؼوؼز١ٓ

لُ ! ٠ب ػٍٟ: فمبي . ئٔٗ ٌُ ٠زم١أ ززٝ شؽثٙب: فمبي ػثّبْ . ٚشٙع آضؽ؛ أْ ؼآٖ ٠زم١أ. زّؽاْ؛ أٔٗ شؽة اٌطّؽ

٠ب : فمبي (. فىأٔٗ ٚخع ػ١ٍٗ)ٚي زبؼ٘ب ِٓ رٌٛٝ لبؼ٘ب : فمبي اٌسكٓ . فبخٍعٖ! لُ، ٠ب زكٓ: فمبي ػٍٟ . بخٍعٖف

خٍع إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ : ثُ لبي . أِكه: فمبي . ززٝ ثٍغ أؼثؼ١ٓ. ٚػٍٟ ٠ؼع. فدٍعٖ. لُ فبخٍعٖ! ػجعاهلل ثٓ خؼفؽ

    [ٗغٍشٓ ٍسيٌ سٗآ] .ٚ٘ػا أزت ئٌٟ. ٚوً قٕخ. ٚػّؽ ثّب١ٔٓ. ٚخٍع أثٛ ثىؽ أؼثؼ١ٓ. ٚقٍُ أؼثؼ١ٓ

“I witnessed when al-Waleed was brought to Uthman ibn Affan, he made early 

dawn prayer with two rakahs and then asked: Shall I increase them for you? So two 

witnesses testified against him, one was Hamran who said that he drank Khamr and 

another one who saw him vomiting. Uthman said: He could not vomit it unless he 

drank it. Then he said to Ali: O Ali, Whip him!  Ali said to his son Hasan: O Hasan, 

Whip him!  Hasan said: Whoever engages its heat is the one who takes its coldness 

(as if he had something about this). Then Ali said: O Abdullah ibn Ja‟far, Stand up 

and whip him. So he whipped him and Ali was counting. When he reached forty, he 

said: Hold (that‟s enough). Then he said: The Prophet, peace and blessing of Allah 

be upon him, whipped forty. Abu Bakr forty. Umar eighty. And all are Sunnah (the 



way of the Prophet). And I like this better.” [Reported by Muslim, Abu Da`ood, Ibn 

Majah and others] 

 

The concept mentioned is based upon the famous tradition that the Sunnah (way) of the 

Prophet, and the Sunnah of the Khulafa-ar-Rashideen (rightly guided Caliphs) is the 

proper Sunnah to be followed.  

اهلل ػ١ٍخ ٚقٍُ ِٛػـظخ ٚخٍذ ِٕٙب  ٚػـظـٕب ؼقٛي اهلل صٍٟ: ػٓ اٌؼـؽثبض ثٓ قبؼ٠خ ؼضٟ اهلل ػٕٗ ، لبي 

أٚص١ىُ ثزمٜٛ اهلل ،  :وأٔٙب ِٛػـظخ ِٛظع فـأٚصٕب ، لبي ! ؼقٛي اهلل  ٠ب: اٌمٍٛة ، ٚغؼفذ ِٕٙب اٌعِٛع ، فـمـٍـٕب 

فؼـ١ٍىُ ثكٕزٟ ٚقٕخ اٌطفبء   ٕىُ فك١ؽٜ اضـزـالفـب وث١ًؽا ،ٚاٌطبػخ ٚئْ رأِؽ ػ١ٍىُ ػجع ، فأٗ ِٓ ٠ؼــش ِ ٚاٌكّغ

  [اىرشٍزي سٗآ] اٌؽاشع٠ٓ اٌّٙع١٠ٓ ػـضٛا ػـ١ٍٙب ثبٌـٕـٛاخـػ ، ٚا٠بوُ ِٚـسعثبد األِٛؼ ، فاْ وً ثعػخ ضالٌٗ

“The Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be upon him, gave us a 

sermon by which our hearts were filled with fear and tears started rolling off our 

eyes. We said: "O Messenger of Allah, it is as though this is a farewell sermon, so 

counsel us." He said: "I counsel you to fear Allah and to give absolute obedience 

even if a slave becomes your leader. Verily he among you who lives will see great 

controversy, so keep to my Sunnah and to the Sunnah of the rightly guided Caliphs 

- cling to them with your molar teeth. Beware of newly invented matters, for every 

invented matter is an innovation and every innovation is going astray, and every 

going astray is in Hell-fire." [Reported by Abu Da`ood, at-Tirmithi and others and 

verified by al-Albani] 

 

A question arises: should the addict be punished with lashing as many times as he is 

caught committing the crime?  The tradition of the Messenger of Allah, peace and 

blessings be upon him from Allah guides us in this issue:  

ٗ أت٘  سٗآ أحَذ] ." أغا شؽثٛا اٌطّؽ فبخٍعٚا ثُ ئْ شؽثٛا فبخٍعٚا ثُ ئْ شؽثٛا فبخٍعٚا ثُ اْ شؽثٛا فبرمزٍُٛ٘"

  [داٗد ٗاىثٍٖقً 

“If they drink Khamr whip them, then if they drink Khamr whip them, then if they 

drink Khamr whip them, then if then if they drink Khamr kill them.” [Reported by 

Ahmad, Abu Da`ood and al-Baihaqi and others, and verified by Ahmad Shakir, al-Albani 

and al-Wada‟e and others] 

 

This Hadith is verified, but many Fuqahaá (jurists) say that the verdict has been 

abrogated, and it is not allowed to execute one for addiction. They should be continually 

flogged and cured. Some others say the obligation has been abrogated, but it still may be 

applied by the discretion of the Muslim ruler.  In other words, for those unrepentant 

criminal types, whose corruption and evil is contagious and may not be stopped except 

through execution, the law may still be validly applied.  This is the choice of many 

scholars. For example, the eminent contemporary Sheikh, Muhammad ibn Salih al-

Uthaimeen, said in a Khutba (sermon) after mentioning that Umar called a conference of 

the Sahabah:  

 اىفاسقٍِ ىيْاس اسدع ذنُ٘ عق٘تح فً فاسرشاسٌٕ عٌْٖ اهلل سضً اىصحاتح عَش جَع ٗفسق٘ا فٍٖا اىْاس عذا فيَا"...

 ٍِ ذنشس ٗإرا جيذج ٍِّثَا عق٘ترٔ عَش فجعو ثَاٍِّ اىحذٗد اخف عْٔ اهلل سضً ع٘ف تِ اىشحَِ عثذ فقاه تششتٖا

 فً ٌقرو ذٍٍَٔ تِ اإلسالً شٍخ ٗقاه اىشاتعح فً ٌقرو اهلل سحَٔ حزً اتِ فقاه ٌشذذع ٗال ٌعاقة ٕٗ٘ اىششب اىشاسب

 تاىقرو اال ٌشذفع ىٌ إرا األٍ٘اه عيى اىصائو الُ اىفقٔ عٍِ ٕٗزا اىقرو تذُٗ اىْاس ٌْرًٖ ىٌ ارا اىٍٔ اىحاجح عْذ اىشاتعح

 تو صاحثٔ عيى ٌقرصش ال اىخَش ضشس الُ ٗأٍْٔ ٗفالحٔ ٗصالحٔ اىَجرَع أخالق عيى تاىصائو ظْنٌ فَا قرو

..."  ٍٗجرَعٔ ّفسٔ إىى ٌرعذآ  



“…and then when the wickedness of Khamr (intoxicants) increased in the time of Umar, 

he gathered the Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with them, and asked their advice about 

the punishment of these people which would stop them and their likes, so Abdur-Rahman 

ibn al-‟Auf, may Allah be pleased with him, said: I say to make it the least of the 

prescribed whipping, eighty stripes, so Umar made the punishment eighty lashes. One of 

the Islamic jurists, Ibn Hazm said that if he does not stop but repeatedly is punished for it 

then after the fourth time he should be executed. And Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taimiyyah also 

said that he should be killed at the fourth time if less than that would not stop the act. 

This is the correct understanding and jurisprudence because an attacker who comes to 

take money and who will not be stopped except by killing, is legally allowed to be killed 

in defense so what about a person who attacks the morals of an entire society and its 

goodness, success, peace and security? The harmfulness of intoxicants is not only on the 

person ingesting them, but also on his family and the entire society.” 

 

The Muslims should not fear applying the deterrent punishments as prescribed by Allah 

since they are the cures for the disease. As we all know, sometimes the medicine is bitter, 

but if we have trust in the doctor, his wisdom and experience in giving the treatment, then 

we accept that bitterness for eventual good and benefit, and to Allah is the highest simile. 

The goal is rectification and reformation of the addict and protection of the whole 

society. 

 

Applying the law with strictness does not preclude or negate understanding and 

compassion for the sinners and those who have trouble with temptations or addictions. 

 

As we mentioned above in the tradition, about one who had this scourge of repeated 

temptation:  “Do not curse him as he loves Allah and his Messenger.” The doctors, 

nurses, counselors, and staff of addiction centers and clinics can look for all means to 

cure this disease from the afflicted. Mercy, compassion can be used, but also strictness 

and “tough love” according to the effectiveness of the program and realities of the 

individual need to be applied. If after repeated chances, criminal activities are repeated, 

the final deterrent, left to the discretion of the Ruler and Islamic Jurisprudence Courts, is 

strict and final to rid the social body of the cancer, in order to not to afflict the general 

public with that contagious disease. 

  

The story of the companion, Uthman ibn Madth‟un, may Allah be pleased with him and 

forgive him, who drank wine under a misinterpretation of the verse of the Qur‟an is 

significant to mention here.   He and some others drank Khamr (wine), thinking that the 

verse exempted them, which says: 

 

“There is no blame on the ones who believe and do good in what they eat if they fear 

Allah and believe and do good deeds then fear and believe and fear and do the best, 

and Allah loves those who do the best.” [5:93] 

 



They were sent to Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, to punish them. So Umar said: 

"   أخطأخ اىرأٌٗو ، أّد إرا اذقٍد اهلل اجرْثد ٍا حشً اهلل: " فقاه عَش   

“You have misinterpreted!  If you had feared Allah, you would stay away from what 

Allah has prohibited!” Then they were flogged according to law. It is also reported that if 

they had persisted in this wrong interpretation, they were to be executed for apostasy of 

declaring legal what is by consensus illegal.  

 

This version of the story has a break in the chain of narrators, as Ibn Hajar and other 

scholars of science of Hadith have mentioned (formal science of oral transmission and 

narrations). Nevertheless, the story is historically famous, and illustrates known 

principles. The story indicates that any unacceptable kind of misinterpretation of the 

verses, traditions, and Islamic laws -- by a person who should know better due to living 

among the Muslims -- does not stop the application of the punishment upon the criminal.  

This is an agreed upon principle of jurisprudence. A truly ignorant person who is a new 

Muslim or lives in a secluded area away from people of knowledge, has a stay of the 

application of punishment upon him until he learns better, like a minor child under the 

age of discretion. Lesser punishments may be appropriate on the discretion of the 

guardian or authority.   

 

Punishment for intoxicants in the hereafter includes the following:  

 

> Not being allowed to enter the Paradise 

 

The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him from Allah, said:  

بان]."ثبٌكسؽ ِٚصعق اٌؽزُ ٚلبطغ اٌطّؽ ِعِٓ اٌدٕخ ٠عضٍْٛ ال ثالثخ"  ه ح      [رواه أحمد واب

“Three will not enter Paradise: the addict to intoxicants, the one who cuts his 

relatives off, and the one who confirms sorcery.” [Reported by Ahmad and Ibn 

Habbaan, and verified by al-Albani] 

 

أِب ِذِٓ اٌخّش ! لبٌٛا ٠ب سعٛي اهلل  "اٌذ٠ٛس، ٚاٌشجٍخ ِٓ إٌغبء، ِٚذِٓ اٌخّش :أثذا صالصخ ال ٠ذخٍْٛ اٌجٕخ"
اٌزٟ ": فّب اٌشجٍخ ِٓ إٌغبء ؟ لبي : لٍٕب  "اٌزٞ ال ٠جبٌٟ ِٓ دخً عٍٝ أٍ٘ٗ": فمذ عشفٕبٖ، فّب اٌذ٠ٛس ؟ لبي 

     [سٗآ اىطثشاًّ ٗاىثٍٖقً] " رشجٗ ثبٌشجبي

“Three will not enter Paradise: the un-jealous one, the masculine acting woman, and 

the addict to intoxicants. They said: We know about the addict, but what about the 

un-jealous one? He said: The one who doesn‟t mind whoever may enter on his wife. 

We said: and what is the masculine acting woman? The woman who imitates men.” 
[Reported by Tabrani and Baihaqi, and verified by al-Albani ST 2071] 

 

>Allah will not look at him in the Hereafter 

 

The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him from Allah, said:  

: اٌعبق ٌٛاٌذ٠ٗ، ِٚذِٓ اٌخّش، ٚإٌّبْ عطبءٖ، ٚصالصخ ال ٠ذخٍْٛ اٌجٕخ : صالصخ ال ٠ٕظش اهلل إ١ٌُٙ ٠َٛ اٌم١بِخ "
  ."اٌعبق ٌٛاٌذ٠ٗ، ٚاٌذ٠ٛس، ٚاٌشجٍخ

“There are three who Allah will not look at on the Day of Resurrection: the 

disrespectful and disobedient one to his parents, the one addicted to intoxicants, and 

the one who gives and then asks to be praised and three shall not enter the Paradise: 



the disrespectful and disobedient one to his parents, the un-jealous one and woman 

acting like men.” [Reported by al-Bazzar and verified by al-Albani SS 1397]  

 

> Drinking the filth and pus of the people of the hellfire  

 

The person who persists in drinking and getting high and intoxicated will enter the 

hellfire and be forced to drink of the filth and pus of its inhabitants. One drop of the filth 

of the hellfire would pollute the entire world as it is mentioned in the tradition of the 

Prophet peace be upon him: 

  "ٌع١ٔب ِؼب٠شُٙ فى١ف ثّٓ رىْٛ طؼبِٗ ؟ٌٛ أْ لطؽح ِٓ اٌؿلَٛ لطؽد فٟ ظاؼ اٌع١ٔب ألفكعد ػٍٝ أً٘ ا"

“If only one drop of az-Zuquum were to drop on this world all their sustenance for 

living would be corrupted and polluted, so how about the one who has this as his 

food?!!!.” [Reported by Ahmad, an-Nisa`e, Ibn Majah and others, and verified by al-

Albani JS 5250]  

 

>Not being allowed to taste and drink of the beautiful wholesome wine of the 

hereafter 

 

The Prophet said, peace and blessing be upon him, as mentioned above: 

"Every intoxicant is “Khamr” and every Khamr is illegal, and who drinks it in this 

world, and he is addicted to it and does not repent, will not drink it in the 

Hereafter.” [Reported by Muslim, at-Tirmithi, and an-Nisa`e]  

 

And in another tradition, which is with an even stronger wording: 

  [ٍسيٌ سٗآ] "٘ٛ ٠شؽة اٌطّؽ زؽَ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ شؽثٙب فٟ اٌدٕخِٓ ِبد ِٓ أِزٟ ٚ"

“Whoever dies of my nation and he is a drinker of Khamr, Allah will forbid it to him 

in the hereafter.”  [Reported by Muslim] 

 

According to the some of the scholars the expression that “he will not drink it in the 

hereafter or in Paradise” means that he will not enter Paradise to begin with, and Allah 

knows best, and repents on those who repent. 

 

In another tradition it becomes clear that even those believers who enter Paradise who 

took Khamr in this world without repentance, will be deprived of it in the pleasures of the 

Paradise. 

    [اىثٍٖقً سٗآ]ِٓ ششة اٌخّش فٟ اٌذ١ٔب ٚ ٌُ ٠زت، ٌُ ٠ششثٙب فٟ ا٢خشح، ٚ إْ أدخً اٌجٕخ 

“Whoever drinks Khamr in this life and doesn‟t repent, will not drink it in the 

hereafter, even if he enters the Paradise.”   [Reported by al-Baihaqi and verified by al-

Albani SS 2634] 

 

Paradise is the place of Allah‟s absolute favor and reward for the correct Belief and 

sincere good deeds.  The ultimate pleasures there are indescribable, more than any human 

can ever imagine in this life.  Allah‟s perfect Justice has decreed that the believer whose 

good deeds entitle him to enter paradise, should not be deprived of the Paradise but since 

he disobeyed in holding himself back from this specific pleasure of drinking in this world 

and let forgo the desire of having it in the hereafter, he will be deprived of this specific 



reward for which he took pleasure by disobedience and he did not repent in this world, 

and Allah knows best.  This is another incentive for the believer to repent a true 

repentance and never return to the sin.    

 

Prohibition of selling or taking profit from alcoholic beverages and intoxicants 

 

The Prophet, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, said at the time of the 

conquest of Makkah:  

فم١ً ٠ب ؼقٛي اهلل، أؼأ٠ذ شسَٛ ا١ٌّزخ، فأٙب  ."ئْ اهلل ٚؼقٌٛٗ زؽَ ث١غ اٌطّؽ ٚا١ٌّزخ ٚاٌطٕؿ٠ؽ، ٚاألصٕبَ"

ثُ لبي ؼقٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ  ."ال ٘ٛ زؽاَ " ٠طٍٝ ثٙب اٌكفٓ، ٠ٚع٘ٓ ثٙب اٌدٍٛظ، ٠ٚكزصجر ثٙب إٌبـ؟ فمبي 

  [ٍسيٌٗ اىثخاسي سٗآ] ."ا١ٌٙٛظ ئْ اهلل ٌّب زؽَ شسِٛٙب خٍّٖٛ، ثُ ثبػٖٛ، فأوٍٛا ثّٕٗلبرً اهلل " :ٚقٍُ ػٕع غٌه 

“Verily Allah has forbidden the selling and buying of Khamr and dead meat and 

pigs and idols.” It was said: O Messenger of Allah. Haven‟t you seen the fat of the 

dead meat and carrion, since it is used to grease the ships and tan the hides, and to 

burn for lighting? He said. No it is forbidden. Then he said after that: “May Allah 

destroy the Jews! When Allah made fat forbidden to them, they melted it to grease 

and then sold it and then ate the profit.”[Reported by Bukhari, Muslim and others] 

  

And it is also reported that he said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

  [أت٘ داٗد سٗآ] ..."ثّٕٗ ػ١ٍُٙ زؽَ شٟء أوً لَٛ ػٍٝ زؽَ ئغا اهلل ئْ"...

“…if Allah forbids a people to eat something, He forbids its price (profiting from it 

in any manner).” [Reported by Ahmad and Abu Da`ood, and verified by al-Albani and 

al-Wada‟e] 

 

And in a narration:  

ً٘ عٍّذ " ١ٍٗ ٚعٍُفمبي ٌٗ سعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع. إْ سجال أ٘ذٜ ٌشعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ سا٠ٚخ خّش
فمبي  أِشرٗ  "ثُ عبسسرٗ؟" فمبي ٌٗ سعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ. فغبس إٔغبٔب. ال: لبي  "أْ اهلل لذ دشِٙب؟

     [ٍسيٌ سٗآ] .ففزخ اٌّضاد دزٝ ر٘ت ِب ف١ٙب "إْ اٌزٞ دشَ ششثٙب دشَ ث١عٙب" فمبي. ثج١عٙب
“A man gave a gift of vessel of Khamr to the Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace 

and blessings be upon him, and so he said to him: “Don‟t you know that Allah made 

it illegal?” He said: No. Then a man spoke to him in private, so the Messenger of 

Allah asked him, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him: What did you 

just say secretly? He said I told him to sell it. So he said: The one who has made it 

illegal to drink has made it illegal to sell and buy. So he spilled it all out until it was 

gone.” [Reported by Muslim]  

 

And he said in clear and precise terms, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

." زؽِذ اٌزدبؼح فٟ اٌطّؽ "      

“Trading in Khamr has been prohibited.” [Reported by Abu Da`ood and verified by 

al-Albani] 

 

Usage of Alcohol and Intoxicants as medicine 

 

A lot of doctors and patients use alcohol and intoxicants for health purposes.  For 

example brandy is used to keep a person warm, wine to relax, marijuana to keep calm and 

cool etc. This is a very common mistake that doctors and patients make, believing falsely 



that Allah has made alcohol or intoxicants as remedies to the health problems. Anything 

declared unlawful and harmful by Allah, cannot be the remedy for sickness.  On the other 

hand Allah has not sent down any disease but that He Has sent down the cure. The 

Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be upon him, said:  

   [ٍسيٌ ٗ اىثخاسي سٗآ] ."ِب أٔضي اهلل ِٓ داء إال أٔضي ٌٗ شفبء"

“Allah did not send down disease but He sent down its cure.” [Reported by Bukhari, 

Muslim, and others]  

 

And the Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be upon him, said:  

    [ٍسيٌ سٗآ]   "فاغا أص١ت ظٚاء اٌعاء ثؽأ ثاغْ اهلل ػؿ ٚخً. ٌىً ظاء ظٚاء"

“For every sickness there is a medicine so if the medicine strikes the sickness, the 

person is cured by the Will of Allah, the Almighty and Majestic.” [Reported by 

Muslim] 

 

And in a more explanatory narration: 

: ، لبٌٛا"ئْ اهلل ٌُ ٠ٕؿي ظاء أٚ ٌُ ٠طٍك ظاء ئال أٔؿي أٚ ضٍك ٌٗ ظٚاء، ػٍّٗ ِٓ ػٍّٗ، ٚ خٍٙٗ ِٓ خٍٙٗ ئال اٌكبَ"

  [أحَذ ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ] ." اٌّٛد" ٠ب ؼقٛي اهلل ٚ ِب اٌكبَ ؟ لبي

“Verily Allah has not not sent down disease or did not create disease but that He 

sent down  or created its cure, he knows it who wants to know it and he is ignorant 

who wants to stay ignorant of it, except one disease.” They asked: What is that O 

Messenger of Allah? He said: “Death.” [Reported by Ahmad and others, and verified 

by al-Albani] 

 

And moreover we are commanded to be merciful to ourselves to seek out beneficial 

knowledge and cure ourselves as mentioned above. BUT, we are not to seek cure in that 

which is illegal and forbidden since Allah the Wise and Omniscient would not make 

remedies and cures in illegal substances, rather they increase sickness.  The medical 

practitioners and medicine and drug manufacturers have the wrong understanding about 

it, and continue to promote and sell their products for huge profits.  

 

Our conclusions are based on what we read in the traditions, for instance the following: 

ػٓ َػٍَمّخ ثٓ ٚائً ػٓ أث١ٗ ٚائً اٌسضؽِٟ ، أْ طبؼق ثٓ ُق٠ٛع اٌُدؼفٟ قأي إٌجٟ صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚ قٍُ ػٓ 

ئٔٗ ١ٌف ثعٚاء ٚ  ": ئّٔب أصٕؼٙب ٌٍعٚاء ، فمبي صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚ قٍُ : ؟ فٕٙبٖ أٚ وؽٖ أْ ٠صٕؼٙب ، فمبي  اٌطّؽ

  [ ٍسيٌ سٗآ].  "ٌىٕٗ ظاء 

On Wa`il al-Hadrami, may Allah‟s pleasure be upon him, who said: "A man called 

Tariq ibn Suwaid Al-Ju‟ufi came to the Prophet, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be 

upon him, and asked him about Khamr. The Prophet forbade him or disliked for 

him to make it. The man said: I only make it as a medicine. The Prophet, peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him, answered: “It is not a cure but a disease and an 

ailment.” [Reported by Muslim] 

 

And the Prophet said, may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him: 

  [اىذٗالتً سٗآ] ." إْ اهلل خٍك اٌذاء ٚ اٌذٚاء، فزذاٚٚا، ٚ ال رزذاٚٚا ثذشاَ"

“Verily Allah has created the disease and the cure so cure yourselves but do not 

cure yourself with that which is illegal.” [Reported by ad-Daulabi and verified by al-

Albani SS1633] 



 

Al-Bukhari also narrated a similar saying in which Abdullah ibn Mas`ood, may Allah be 

pleased with him, said:  

"اىخَش فإٌّٖ ٗىذٗا عيى اىفطشج ، ٗإُ اهلل ىٌ ٌجعو شفاءمٌ فٍَا حشً عيٍنٌ   ال ذسق٘ا أٗالدمٌ "   

"Do not give your children any Khamr as that Allah created them on natural purity 

and wholesomeness, and God didn't make your remedy in any of the things He has 

prohibited for you." [Reported by Bukhari as a commentary of Abdullah Ibn Mas`ood, 

and verified by Ibn Hajr and al-Albani] 

 

And Dailam al-Himyari narrated: 

٠ب سعٛي اهلل، إٔب ثأسض ثبسدح ٔعبٌج ف١ٙب عّال شذ٠ذا، ٚإٔب ٔزخز : عأٌذ سعٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ع١ٍٗ ٚعٍُ، فمٍذ 
: لبي فبجزٕجٖٛ  :ٔعُ، لبي : لٍذ   ً٘ ٠غىش؟ :خ ٔزمٜٛ ثٗ عٍٝ أعّبٌٕب، ٚعٍٝ ثشد ثالدٔب؟ لبي ششاثب ِٓ ٘زا اٌمّ

[و أبو داود أحمد رواه]  فئْ ٌُ ٠زشوٖٛ فمبرٍُٛ٘ :فئْ إٌبط غ١ش ربسو١ٗ، لبي : لٍذ   

“I came to the Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be upon him, 

and asked him saying: I am in a land where it is very cold and wherein we have very 

difficult work and we take a drink from wheat to help sustain ourselves in to work 

and due to the coldness of our land. He asked: “Does it make you intoxicated?” I 

said: yes it does. Then he said: Leave it.  I said: The people will not leave it. He said: 
“If they don‟t stop it then fight them.” [Reported by Ahmad, Abu Da`ood and others, 

and verified by al-Albani, al-Wada‟e and others]  

 

And Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, narrates:  

سٗآ أحَذ ٍٗسيٌ ]  "ٔٙٝ ؼقٛي اهلل صٍٝ اهلل ػ١ٍٗ ٚقٍُ ػٓ اٌعٚاء اٌطج١ث ٠ؼٕٟ اٌكُ: "ٚػٓ أثٟ ٘ؽ٠ؽح لبي

[  ٗاتِ ٍاجٔ ٗاىرشٍزي  

“The Messenger of Allah, may Allah‟s peace and blessings be upon him, forbade the 

evil vile medicine, meaning the poisons and toxins.” [Reported by Ahmad, Muslim, at-

Tirmithi and Ibn Majah] 

 

All of the above give us conclusive evidence that medicines made purely from these 

toxins and intoxicants are forbidden and do not cure, as may be believed, and there 

should be no excuse to take them after Allah and the Messengers of Allah have ruled, 

judged and warned us against them. 

  

Certain questions arise. For instance, what about the medicine in which there is only a 

small miniscule amount of a forbidden substance? The rule is that if ingesting a lot of it 

would make you intoxicated, then even a small dose is forbidden.  If intoxicating effect 

of that toxin or intoxicant is lost in the process of manufacturing and storage, then it is 

allowed as a final alternative where no other treatment is available, and Allah knows best.  

This is like the inevitable foreign materials that may fall into the huge vats, bins or tubs 

of food or drink or water and is lost in the large quantities until there is no ill effect left.  

 

What about local and complete methods of anesthesia, conducted under medical 

supervision for cures?   Local anesthesia like Novocain derived from cocaine, etc, for 

local surgical operations, only affects the local part of application, thus there is no issue 

in their use. Total anesthesia for large-scale comprehensive surgical operations makes 

one unconscious and asleep: he is “knocked out.”   They are not intoxicants per say but 



anesthetics and clinical methods done under duress to anesthetize the patient for 

emergency operations, which would be almost impossible to conduct without them. All 

agree that if it is possible to do the operations without any anesthetics, it is better since 

there are side and after effects, which are better to avoid.  

 

Note on Tobacco use: smoking, chewing, snuffing etc. 
 

Tobacco use is Haraam (illegal) since it is an intoxicating, addicting substance with 

numerous damaging effects on the central nervous system, lungs, heart, etc. We can 

briefly cite the following reasons for its prohibition:  

  

> The tobacco plant was first cultivated in the Americas and was closely associated with 

American Indian societies where its ritual use was aimed to achieve acute nicotine 

intoxication. As is evident from the above proofs, even a little sip of an intoxicating 

substance is forbidden, if it takes ingesting a tubful of that substance to intoxicate. If a 

person smokes many cigarettes at once, for instance, it is proven to be extremely 

intoxicating. This is documented and verified my innumerable biochemical and clinical 

medical studies. Nicotine is one out of many toxic materials in tobacco. Katzung says in 

his authoritative book on Pharmacology: “The fatal dose of nicotine is approximately 40 

mg. or 1 drop of the pure liquid.  This is the amount in two regular cigarettes.  

Fortunately, most of the nicotine in cigarettes is destroyed by burning or escapes via the 

“sidestream” smoke.  Ingestion of nicotine insecticides and tobacco by infants is usually 

followed by vomiting limiting the amount of the alkaloid absorbed.” [Katzung, Bertian 

G., Basic and Clinical Pharmacology, (Appleton and Lange, Conn. 1995) p.99]  The USA 

Surgeon General's report of 1988 stated: ''Scientists in the field of drug addiction now 

agree that nicotine, the principal pharmacological reagent that is common to all forms of 

tobacco, is a powerfully addicting drug.''   Simply put, tobacco is forbidden in Islam by 

the mercy of Allah and His Wisdom and Beneficence because of the poisonous, 

intoxicating, addicting and damaging effects. 

 

> Many studies have proven that tobacco is a vile, impure and unhealthy poison.  It is of 

the “Khabeeth” (vile and repulsive) category, and all such things are unlawful to ingest 

since Allah has allowed only all the good and wholesome food and drink. 

 

Allah says in the Qurán, referring to the Prophet‟s commands to the people, peace be 

upon him: 

  

“…he commands them to do good and forbids them to do evil, and he makes the 

pure and good legal for them and the corrupt and bad illegal ….” [7:157] 

>Allah has forbidden one to kill oneself, as He the Almighty said: 

  

“…and do not kill yourselves, verily Allah is Most Merciful to you.” [4:29] 

 



And tobacco, like alcohol and other intoxicants and toxics, is a poison (toxin), which 

intoxicates the mind and body and causes addiction leading to death. 

 

> Allah has forbidden one to harm oneself, and tobacco‟s use is certainly one of the most 

damaging slow poisons. Allah the Great said: 

 

“…and do not throw yourselves by your own hands to destruction…” [2:195] 

 

> It is not allowed to harm and annoy others, whereas cigarette necessitates the worst 

kind of harm and annoyance to the self and all those in proximity, and it adds to the air 

pollution that is a social crime damaging to all life.  

 

The Prophet, peace and blessing be upon him said: 

[ٗغٍشٓ أحَذسٗآ ]  ."ٚ ال ضؽاؼ ال ضؽؼ"    

"Do not harm yourself, nor others.'' [Reported by Ahmad, ad-Darqutni, and Ibn 

Majah, and verified by an-Nawawi and al-Albani] 

 

>There is no nutritious value to tobacco; rather it resembles the food of the people of 

hell-fire that is called Dare’e, as Allah said: 

 

“It does not nourish nor relieve the pangs of hunger.” [al-Gashiya,7].   

 

> Tobacco weakens the body whereas we Muslims are ordered to become strong 

because:  

   [ٍسيٌ سٗآ]..." ت ئٌٝ اهلل ِٓ اٌّإِٓ اٌضؼ١فاٌّإِٓ اٌمٜٛ أز"

“The strong believer is more beloved by Allah than the weaker believer …” [The 

famous tradition reported by Muslim] 

 

>The purchase and trade in tobacco is a waste of money and a squandering of resources. 

Billions upon billions are wasted on its cultivation, production, distribution and 

promotion, and on medical fees, research, etc, etc. 

   

Allah the Exalted said: 

 

“Verily the squanderers are the brothers of the Shayyateen (devils), and the 

Shayyateen are ungrateful to their Lord.” [Isra‟a 17: 26]  

 

> All mankind will be asked on the Day of Judgment:  

الٖ ، ٚػٓ ػّؽٖ ف١ّب أفٕبٖ ، ٚػٓ ِبٌٗ ػٓ شجبثٗ ف١ّب أث: ٌٓ رؿٚي لعِب ػجع ٠َٛ اٌم١بِخ ززٝ ٠كأي ػٓ أؼثغ "  

  [سٗآ اىثزاس ٗاىطثشاًّ]" ِٓ أ٠ٓ خّؼٗ ٚف١ّب أٔفمٗ ٚػٓ ػٍّٗ ِبغا ػًّ ثٗ 

“The feet of the sons of Adam will not proceed on the Day of resurrection until they 

are asked about their youth how they used it, and about their life how they 

consumed it, about their money how they earned and spent it, about their 



knowledge, how they acted upon it.” [Reported by al-Bazzar and at Tabrani, and 

verified by al-Albani] 

 

> Cleanliness is ordered to get rid of dirt and bad odor. Besides cleanliness, Muslims are 

ordered to distinguish themselves by perfumes and pleasant odors, whereas tobacco 

smell is vile and stinks its surroundings. It is not allowed to come to the Masjid with the 

odor of onion and garlic, as is mentioned in one of the Hadiths, even though it is known 

that onion and garlic are allowed since they have nutritional value. So how about this 

vile smell of tobacco, which never leaves and permeates even the furnishings, and has no 

nutritious value? It is vile at all times, except to those whose senses are killed through 

persistent use of it, and who are addicted to it of course.   

 

> Tobacco use and trade first appeared among the disbelievers.  It is not allowed for 

Muslims to follow and copy them in their evil and obnoxious ways. Foreign multi-

national corporations dominate the multi-trillion dollar trade in tobacco products. It is 

foolish that Muslim nations pay vital foreign exchange for their own destruction.  

 

The Hadith says:  

  [أت٘ داٗد ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ]." ِٓ رشجٗ ثمَٛ فٙٛ ُِٕٙ "

 “Whoever resembles a people is of them.” [Reported by Abu Da`ood and others and 

verified by al-Albani]  

 

Conclusion 
 

All those who are enticed by the attractions of these temptations should reflect upon their 

state of health, well-being and future, and compare a few moments of fleeting sensations 

of fun and pleasure with more permanent and final pain, suffering and agony. Is there a 

comparison between a glassful and an ocean? To Allah the Exalted is the highest simile! 

Nothing compares to the pleasures and pain of His infinite Hereafter. So what about 

using this gift of common sense that Allah the Most Merciful Creator gave us, not to 

mention listening to the scriptures of the Qur‟an and Sunnah He revealed, and the just 

and beneficial laws He legislated, for our happiness and salvation? 

 

Allah in His Wisdom calls his slaves with a combination of promises of glad tidings of 

His Mercy and warnings of strict impartial Justice, of His eternal rewards and 

punishments, He the Exalted said:  

  

 “Inform my slaves that I am the Forgiving and the Merciful. And (inform them) 

that my Punishment is Severe.” 15:4950] 

 

The sin of drinking and ingesting intoxicants is a sin that hurts the Islamic faith, and yet 

Allah always calls the sinners to repentance as the tradition says:  

ال ٠ضٟٔ اٌضأٟ د١ٓ ٠ضٟٔ ٚ٘ٛ ِؤِٓ، ٚال ٠غشق د١ٓ ٠غشق ٚ٘ٛ ِؤِٓ، ٚال ٠ششة د١ٓ ٠ششثٙب ٚ٘ٛ ِؤِٓ، "
     [ٗغٍشَٕا ٍسيٌ اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ]." ٚاٌزٛثخ ِعشٚضخ ثعذ



The fornicator (or adulterer) does not fornicate but that he is not a believer while 

fornicating, and the thief does not steal but that he is not a believer while in the act 

of steeling, and the drinker of Khamr (intoxicants) does not drink khamr 

(intoxicants) but that he is not a believer while drinking, and Repentance is 

available and displayed for him.” [Reported by Bukhai, Muslim and others]  

 

This means that the door to repentance remains open and Allah continues to call him to 

return. 

 

And Abdullah Ibn Mas`ood, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

إْ اٌّؤِٓ ٠شٜ رٔٛثٗ وأٔٗ لبعذ رذذ ججً ٠خبف أْ ٠مع ع١ٍٗ ، ٚإْ " : عِ اتِ ٍسع٘د سضً اهلل عْٔ قاه 
    [اىثخاسي سٗآ] "فػثٗ ػٕٗ  –أٞ ث١عٖ  – اٌفبجش ٠شٜ رٔٛثٗ وزثبة ِش عٍٝ أٔفٗ فمبي ثٗ ٘ىزا

“The believer sees his sins as a mountain that is about to crash upon him, and the 

shameless wicked one (in his debauchery) sees his sins like a fly that passed his nose 

and he said like this --swiping his hand-- to protect himself.” [Reported by Bukhari] 

 

Allah the Exalted always calls His slaves to return to their own best interests and to His 

repentance: 

 

“O my slaves that have transgressed beyond bounds against there own souls, do not 

despair from the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins and Indeed He is Most 

Forgiving and Most Merciful.”  [39:53] 

 

And in what the Prophet, peace be upon him, reported about His Lord Most Supreme:  

٠ب اثٓ آدَ إٔه ِب دعٛرٕٟ ٚ سجٛرٕٟ غفشد ٌه عٍٝ ِب وبْ ف١ه ٚ ال أثبٌٟ، ٠ب اثٓ آدَ ٌٛ ثٍغذ : لبي اهلل رعبٌٝ 
رٔٛثه عٕبْ اٌغّبء صُ اعزغفشرٕٟ غفشد ٌه ٚ ال أثبٌٟ، ٠ب اثٓ آدَ إٔه ٌٛ أر١زٕٟ ثمشاة األسض خطب٠ب صُ ٌم١زٕٟ ال 

  [اىرشٍزي سٗآ]ش١ئب ألر١زه ثمشاثٙب ِغفشح   رششن ثٟ 

“Allah the Almighty has said: "O son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me and ask 

of Me, I shall forgive you for what you have done, and I shall not mind. O son of 

Adam, were your sins to reach the clouds of the sky and were you then to ask 

forgiveness of Me, I would forgive you. O son of Adam, were you to come to Me with 

sins nearly as great as the earth and were you then to face Me, ascribing no partner 

to Me, I would bring you forgiveness as great as your sins.” [Reported by at-Tirmithi 

and verified by al-Albani] 

 

And just because a believer is continually tempted and falls in to sins, does not mean that 

he should not try to repent again and again, as the following tradition informs us the path 

to returning to Allah is always there to utilize as Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing 

of Allah be upon him, said: 

عٍُ عجذٞ أْ ٌٗ سثب ٠غفش اٌزٔت :إٟٔ أرٔجذ رٔجب فبغفشٖ ٌٟ، فمبي ٌٗ سثٗ ! ٠ب سة :إْ عجذا أصبة رٔجب فمبي "
إٟٔ أرٔجذ ! ٠ب سة :خش، ٚسثّب لبي صُ أرٔت رٔجب آخش، فمبي ٠ٚأخز ثٗ، فغفش ٌٗ، صُ ِىش ِب شبء اهلل صُ أصبة رٔجب آ

عٍُ عجذٞ أْ ٌٗ سثب ٠غفش اٌزٔت ٠ٚأخز ثٗ فغفش ٌٗ صُ ِىش ِب شبء اهلل صُ أصبة :رٔجب آخش فبغفشٖ ٌٟ، لبي سثٗ 



سثب ٠غفش صُ أرٔت رٔجب آخش فمبي ٠ب سة إٟٔ أرٔجذ رٔجب فبغفشٖ ٌٟ فمبي سثٗ عٍُ عجذٞ أْ ٌٗ :رٔجب آخش ٚسثّب لبي 
   [اىثخاسي ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ] ."اٌزٔت ٠ٚأخز ثٗ، فمبي سثٗ فغفشد ٌعجذٞ، ف١ٍعًّ ِب شبء 

 “A slave (of Allah) did a sin and then said: O Allah I have done a sin so forgive me. 

The Lord (Allah) says to him: My slave knows that he has a Lord that forgives sins 

and also punishes (if He wills), so He forgives him. Then he waited a while as Allah 

wills and committed another sin -- and maybe he said – and then did another sin. 

And so he said: O Allah I have done another sin so forgive me. His Lord says: My 

slave knows that he has a Lord that forgives sins and also punishes (if He wills), so 

He forgives him. Then he waited a while as Allah wills and committed another sin -- 

and maybe he said – and then did another sin. And so he said: O Allah I have done 

another sin so forgive me. His Lord says: My slave knows that he has a Lord that 

forgives sins and also punishes (if He wills), so He said: I have forgiven my slave so 

let him do as he wishes.” [Reported by Bukhari and others]  

 

This doesn‟t mean  -- Allah forbid such a misconception -- that he should continue 

sinning (since we learn from the tradition that if Allah will He will punish) but it means, 

and Allah knows best, that as long as he continues asking forgiveness and making 

repentance sincerely with the intention not to repeat the same sin, and knows well that 

Allah can forgive or punish as He wills, then this is the way a believer should continue in 

life  –  a life wherein he constantly makes mistakes and commits sins, and therefore 

should constantly repent and ask forgiveness. As the Prophet, peace and blessing be upon 

him, said about himself that he repents more than 70 times a day.    
      [اىثخاسي ٗغٍشٓ سٗآ]."  ٚاهلل ئٟٔ ألقزغفؽ اهلل ٚأرٛة ئ١ٌٗ فٟ ا١ٌَٛ أوثؽ ِٓ قجؼ١ٓ ِؽح " 

“By Allah I ask Allah‟s forgiveness and repent to him more than seventy times a 

day.” [Reported by Bukhari] 

 

And the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, said: 

  [اىرشٍزي ٗاتِ ٍاجح سٗآ]."  ئْ اهلل رؼبٌٝ ٠مجً رٛثخ اٌؼجع ِب ٌُ ٠غؽغؽ "

“Verily Allah accepts Repentance from his slave up to the time that he gurgles (at 

death).”  [Reported by at-Tirmithi and Ibn Majah, and verified by al-Albani] 

   

And the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing of Allah be upon him, said: 

     [اتِ ٍاجح سٗآ]."  اٌزٛثخ رٙذَ ِب وبْ لجٍٙب" 
“Repentance destroys (the sin) that was before it.” [Reported by Ibn Majah and 

verified by al-Albani SJ 3008] 

 

And know that the completion of Tauba (repentance) is by returning the rights that you 

owe and correcting the wrongs you may have committed to others by transgressing 

against them like stealing, abusing, beating, and hurting them in many manners, as the 

Prophet warned us, saying:  

ِٓ وبٔذ ألض١ٗ ػٕعٖ ِظٍّخ ، ِٓ ػؽض أٚ ِبي ، ف١ٍزسٍٍٗ ا١ٌَٛ لجً أْ ٠إضػ ِٕٗ ٠َٛ ال ظ٠ٕبؼ ٚال ظؼُ٘ ، فاْ وبْ 

[   سٗآ اىثخاسي] ِٕٗ ثمعؼ ِظٍّزٗ ، ٚئْ ٌُ ٠ىٓ ٌٗ ػًّ أضػ ِٓ ق١ئبد صبزجٗ فدؼٍذ ػ١ٍٗ ٌٗ ػًّ صبٌر أضػ  

“ Whoever has an act of oppression and transgression he has committed against his 

brother then let him deal with it and dissolute himself from the obligation today 

before he comes on the day (of Resurrection) when he will have no Dirham and no 

Dinar. If he will have any good deeds, they will be taken accordingly in 



commensurate amount to his transgression, and if he doesn‟t have any good deeds 

then the sins of the victim will be placed on him.” [Reported by Bukhari and Muslim 

and others] 

 

And the repenting slave of Allah and believer in His mercy should rejoice in his 

repentance since he knows that any repentance of the wretched slave is met with 

happiness by Allah the Majestic as the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessing be upon 

him, explained to us: 

هلل أفشح ثزٛثخ اٌعجذ ِٓ سجً ٔضي ِٕضال ٚثٗ ٍِٙىخ، ِٚعٗ سادٍزٗ، ع١ٍٙب طعبِٗ ٚششاثٗ، فٛضع سأعٗ فٕبَ "
أسجع إٌٝ ِىبٟٔ، فشجع  :ِٔٛخ، فبعز١مظ ٚلذ ر٘جذ سادٍزٗ، دزٝ اشزذ ع١ٍٗ اٌذش ٚاٌعطش أٚ ِب شبء اهلل، لبي 

    [ٗغٍشَٕا ٍسيٌ اىثخاسي ٗ سٗآ]."  فٕبَ ِٔٛخ، صُ سفع سأعٗ، فئرا سادٍزٗ عٕذٖ

“Allah is more delighted by the repentance of his slave than one of you would be if 

he had camped in a deserted and dangerous wasteland, and his pack animal had all 

his food and drink on it. He slept and found when he woke up that the animal had 

disappeared. When the heat advanced and grew harsh, he became desperately 

thirsty. Then he returned to his place of rest and slept (awaiting his death) and 

when he woke up the animal was there.” [Reported by Bukhari, Muslim, and others]   

 

And in another narration:  

فج١ّٕب ٘ٛ وػٌه ئغ ٘ٛ ثٙب لبئّخ ػٕعٖ فأضػ ثططبِٙب ثُ لبي ِٓ شعح اٌفؽذ اٌٍُٙ أٔذ ػجعٞ ٚأٔب ؼثه أضطأ ِٓ "....

."شعح اٌفؽذ     

“…then as he was in this (pitiful) state, the animal appeared before him, so he took 

its reins, and said in extreme happiness: O Allah you are my slave and I am your 

Lord! He miss-spoke from the excitement of his happiness.” 

 

Allah is more delighted with the repentance of the slave than this miserable slave with his 

salvation from near destruction. And all sinners are heading for destruction, unless they 

repent. 

   

Allah says as our Prophet, peace be upon him, in his revelation said: 

..."   ٚأٔب أغفؽ اٌػٔٛة خ١ّؼًب فبقزغفؽٟٚٔ أغفؽ ٌىُ  ٠مٛي اهلل رؼبٌٝ  ٠ب ػجبظٞ ، ئٔىُ رططئْٛ ثب١ًٌٍ ٚإٌٙبؼ"...   

“…Allah the Exalted says: O my slaves you are making mistakes night and day and 

I forgive all sins so seek My forgiveness and I will forgive you…” 

 

      ٚاؼزّٕب ٌٕب أغفؽ اٌٍُٙ 
O Allah: Forgives us and have Mercy on us 

 

 

-------Concluded-------- 

 

Al-Hamdulillah Rabbil-Alameen 



                   
 اٌسّع هلل ؼة اٌؼب١ٌّٓ  اٌػٞ ثؼٛٔٗ رزُ اٌصبٌسبد

 ٚاٌصالح ٚاٌكالَ  ػٍٝ ؼقٌٛٗ اٌّصطفٝ األ١ِٓ ٚآٌٗ ٚصسجٗ ِٚٓ أرجؼُٙ ثازكبْ ئٌٝ ٠َٛ اٌع٠ٓ

All praises for Allah by Whose aid are all good deeds completed, and peace and 

blessings be upon the Messenger Muhammad the Trustworthy One and his family 

and companions and those who follow them and their way until the Day of 

Judgment 

  ٌٍٕ ٗعيى آه إتشإٌٍ إّل حٍَذ ٍجٍذ ٗتاسك عيى ٍحَذاىيٌٖ صّو عيى ٍحَذ ٗعيى آه ٍحَذ مَا صيٍد عيى إتشا

 ٗعيى آه ٍحَذ مَا تاسمد عيى إتشإٌٍ ٗعيى آه إتشإٌٍ إّل حٍَذ ٍجٍذ

O Allah send Your Blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as you 

have sent Your Blessings upon Ibraheem and the family of Ibraheem, - Verily you are 

Praiseworthy, Glorious.  And bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as you 

have blessed Ibraheem and the family of Ibraheem - Verily you are Praiseworthy, 

Glorious. 

  ْ ٚ اهلل ٚ ؼقٌٛٗ ِٕٗ ثؽٞءاٌٍُٙ ئْ وبْ صٛاثب فّٕه ٚزعن ال شؽ٠ه ٌه ٚ ئْ وبْ ضطأ فّٕٟ ٚ ِٓ اٌش١طب

…If I have been correct (in the words above) then from You alone who is without partner 

and if I have made any mistake then it is only from me and from the Shaitaan (Satan),  

and Allah and His Messenger are entirely absolved and free of it.    

<<<<*************>>>> 

We ask Allah, the Most Gracious and Merciful, to accept our good deeds and forgive our 

misdeeds, only He, the Exalted, is al-Qareeb (the Near One) al-Mujeeb (the Acceptor).   

May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, and 

upon his family, his companions and his followers until the Last Day,,, 

<<<<******>>>> 

<<****>> 

<**> 
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